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BETRAYALINTHECITYBYFRANCISIMBUGA

THEAUTHOR

FrancisDavidImbuga(1947-November,2013)wasoneofthegreatestliterarygiants.

Forthreedecades,hetaughtatKenyattaUniversitywherehewastheDirectorofquality

Assurance,ChairmanoftheDepartmentofLiteratureandtheDeanoftheFacultyofArts.

FrancisImbugastudiedatAllianceHighSchoolinthe1960’swherehewroteandacted

aplaywhichwontheNationalBeatActor’sAward.

ProfessorImbugapublishedseveralplaysincludingBetrayalintheCity1976,The

Successor1979,ManofKafira1984,Aminata1988,andTheReturnofMgofu2011.He

hasalsoauthoredtwonovels,ShrineofTears,1993andMiracleofRemera2005.

Inhisworksheaddressestheproblemsofindependentandpost-colonialAfricanstates,

familyrelations,tradition,religion,andchangeamongotherissuesaffectingoursociety

today.

Imbugapassedonintheyear2013.

THETITLE

Thetitle,BetrayalintheCity,fitstheeventsoftheplayasthisiswhatthepeopleof

Kafirahavetolivewithdaily.

BetrayalintheCityreflectsthepolitical,culturalandpersonalbetrayalwitnessedinthe

fictitiousstateofKafira.Bosstheheadofstateworksalongsideotherstrongcronies

andsycophantslikeMulili,Tumbo,Kabito,andNicodemotoletdowntheircitizens

through;abuseofpower,negligenceofduty,senselesskillings,andinefficiencyto

createanationofhopelessness,corruptionanddisregardtothelocalcitizenshence

betrayalinthenationofKafira.

Thegovernmentisrunbyscandalousandcorruptleadersandunderwhoseleadership

thehopesofindependenceforthepeopleofKafiraaredashed.

BetrayalintheCityischaracterizedbyallsortsofillsinsociety,namely:murder,misrule,

tribalism,Nepotism,corruption,highhandedness,inefficiency,incompetenceanda

generalatmosphereofrebellionanddefiance.

Asthetitlesuggests,betrayalbreedssuspicionandintoleranceandthiscreatesahighly

unstableenvironmentfordecentandsafeliving.Onecannotsafelydeterminewhoto

trustwithinformationhencethegeneralfeelingofbetrayalamongthepeople.

THESETTING

BetrayalintheCitywasfirstpublishedin1976atatimewhenAfricanstateshad

attainedtheirindependenceandwereundergoingseriousproblemsinadjustingtoself-

rule.

TheplaysetinthefictionalcountryofKafira,ruledbyBoss,whosurroundshimselfwith

kinsmenlikeMuliliandthesharing-the-piegovernmentofficials,Tumbo,Kabitoand
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Nicodemo.

Betrayalinthecityisaperfectexampleofmanyfailedstatesinthethirdworld,and

especiallyinAfrica.

SYNOPSIS

BetrayalintheCityisapoliticalplay.Thewriterexaminestheproblemsofindependence

andfreedominpost-colonialstatesinAfrica.Theplaytalksaboutmilitaryregimesthat

werecommonontheAfricancontinentafterindependence.Manyofsuchregimeswere

lateroverthrownbycoupdetats.FrancisImbuga’smajorconcernisbetrayalattwo

levels,bothatapersonalandgovernmentlevel.BetrayalintheCityshowsadecayin
morals,greedforpower.DogaandNinalamentastheymourntheirdeadson,Adikaand

wishestoperformaritualfortheirdeadson.Thiseffortishamperedbyexpress

directionsfromthegovernmentbroughtbyMuliliandJereclaimingthattheritual

shouldnotgoonintheinterestofpeace;butDogaandNinaareadamant.Theironly

remainingson,Jusper,isimprisoned.ThisshowsuswhatishappeninginKafira-the

corruption,injusticeandoppressionofthepeople.Criticsofthegovernmentarenot

tolerated.JereandMosesearehenceforthputintoprisonoverfalsecharges.

Theybothsufferthepainofthegovernment’sbetrayal.Governmentofficialsmakeuse

ofanyopportunitytomakemoneythroughunfairmeans.Tumboforinstancedeclares

Jusperthewinneroftheplaywritingcompetitionandawardshimthewinner’sprize

money.Onethirdofthesixhundredpoundsto-------financetheplaywritingcompetition

isgiventoJusperandhisgirlfriend,Regina;andtheremainingtwothirdstoputrecords

straightemphasizingthateverythingisbeingdoneinstrictconfidence.Despiteallthis

Juspervowstorevengesomedayevenifitmeansgoingitalonesinceheknowsthata

UniversitystudentisnotaverywelcomepersoninKafiraandislookedatasanuisance.

Governmentofficialsfirstthinkofwhattheyaregoingtobenefitbeforedeliberatingon

mattersofstate.Whatfirstpreoccupiestheirmindishowmuchtheyaregoingtogain.

BeingarelativetoBossgivesMuliliachancetodespisehiscolleaguesinservice.Mulili

falselyaccusesKabitoknowingthatBosswillbelievewhathesayssincehehasbeen

madetobehiseyesandearsonthegroundasheputsit.HeisalsofavouredbyBossin

manyways.Thesemi-illiterateMulilisometimescompletelymisunderstandsand

distortswhatissaidtohimandyetthreatenstoactbasingonthestrengthofthat

misunderstanding.

Boss’trustofthosewhoadvisehimespeciallyMulilimakeshimgiveunbearable

directivestosilencethosepresumablyagainsthisgovernmentincludingthesimpleold

couplewhowereinnocent.BossalsotriestotakeadvantageofReginaforcefully.Such

scandalsspeakunfavourablyoftheHeadofState.NicodemoandTumbodiscussthe

stateofaffairsandhowpeoplearebeingkilled:“Wehavenochoice.Likecagedanimals,
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wemove,butonlyinsidethecage.Ithasbecomeinfectious-thedesiretoeliminate

others…”Thisclearlyimpliesthatthereareseriousconsequencesofcriticizingthe

government’splans.Theplaywithintheplay,BetrayalintheCity,bringsaboutthe

desiredchangethateverybodyhasbeenwaitingfor.Therehearsalfortheplayintended

toentertainthevisitingHeadofstatebecomesarealconfrontationarrivedat

effortlesslybyJusper,Mosese,andJere;takingeveryonebysurprise.

ACTSUMMARIES

ACTONE

SCENEONE

Thesceneisatgravesurroundedbydrythornybranches.

Itisearlymorning.DogaandNinaarenexttothegraveoftheirlateson,Adikawhowas

murdered.Dogasuspectsthattheirson’smurdererstilllivesamongthem.Hissuspicion

arisesfromthesmellofpetrolatthesiteandthefactthatthegravehasacrack,an

indicationthatthemurderer’sintentionwastoburnAdika’sbodytoridhimselfofAdika’s

ghosthuntinghiminfuture.Theironly,livingson,Jusper,wastoguardthegravebut

thismorninghecannotbetraced.Ninaisfearfulforherson,who,accordingtothemis

notofsoundmind.Herfearsareheightenedwhensheismadetonoticethatthere

seemstohavebeenastruggleatthegrave.

Dogawantstocoverupthecrackonthegravesothattheshavingceremonyplannedto

takeplacelaterinthedaygoesonbutNinawillhearnoneofthis.Aftermuchpersuasion

fromthehusband,shegivesinandgoesforsoiltocoverupthecrack.thirdstoput

recordsstraightemphasizingthateverythingisbeingdoneinstrictconfidence.Despite

allthisJuspervowstorevengesomedayevenifitmeansgoingitalonesinceheknows

thataUniversitystudentisnotaverywelcomepersoninKafiraandislookedatasa

nuisance.Governmentofficialsfirstthinkofwhattheyaregoingtobenefitbefore

deliberatingonmattersofstate.Whatfirstpreoccupiestheirmindishowmuchtheyare

goingtogain.BeingarelativetoBossgivesMuliliachancetodespisehiscolleaguesin

service.MulilifalselyaccusesKabitoknowingthatBosswillbelievewhathesayssince

hehasbeenmadetobehiseyesandearsonthegroundasheputsit.Heisalso

favouredbyBossinmanyways.Thesemi-illiterateMulilisometimescompletely

misunderstandsanddistortswhatissaidtohimandyetthreatenstoactbasingonthe

strengthofthatmisunderstanding.Boss’trustofthosewhoadvisehimespeciallyMulili

makeshimgiveunbearabledirectivestosilencethosepresumablyagainsthis

governmentincludingthesimpleoldcouplewhowereinnocent.Bossalsotriestotake

advantageofReginaforcefully.SuchscandalsspeakunfavourablyoftheHeadofState.

NicodemoandTumbodiscussthestateofaffairsandhowpeoplearebeingkilled:“We

havenochoice.Likecagedanimals,wemove,butonlyinsidethecage.Ithasbecome
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infectious-thedesiretoeliminateothers…”Thisclearlyimpliesthatthereareserious

consequencesofcriticizingthegovernment’splans.Theplaywithintheplay,Betrayalin

theCity,bringsaboutthedesiredchangethateverybodyhasbeenwaitingfor.The

rehearsalfortheplayintendedtoentertainthevisitingHeadofstatebecomesareal

confrontationarrivedateffortlesslybyJusper,Mosese,andJere;takingeveryoneby

surprise.FromDoga’sspeech,wehearthatAdikawasshotfourtimesduringa

demonstrationbyKafiraUniversitystudentswhowereprotestingthatmostoftheKafira

universitylecturesareexpatriates.DuringAdika’sburial,hisbrother,Jusper,wastaken

awaybygovernmentagentsforbeinga‘threat’topeace-lovingpeopleandafter

returningthreemonthslater,heisneverthesame.

Jusperenters,dressedinaredgown.Heisobviouslydisturbedbyhisbrother’sdeath.

Heisseenaddressinghisdeadbrother.NinacomesbackwithsoilandfindsJusperat

thegrave.Dogaishidingbehindthebush.ShetellsJuspertogoandremovethered

gownastheshavingceremonywasabouttostart.Juspertellshismotherthathe

cannotputonacleanshirtafterthemurderandproceedstoshowhisparentsthecrack

(river)wherehethrewthepersonhemurderedbutallthistime,theythinkheismad.

Ninaeven,innocentlyandignorantly,tellshimtogoandconfesstheact!Jusperhas

killedChagaga,thepersonwhoissuspectedtohavekilledAdika,andthrownhisbodyin

theriverbutDogaandNinathinkheismad.

Thecouple’sprayerfulmoodisinterruptedbyJereandMuliliwhoinformthemthatthe

ceremonyhasbeencancelledtotheirutterdisappointment.Theyalsoinformthecouple

thatJusperhaskilledChagagaandconfessedthecrime.Thetwoorderthecoupleto

leavethegraveasitnolongerbelongstothem.JeretriestopersuadeMulilitoallow

DogaandNinatoconducttheceremonybutMuliliwillhearnoneofthisdespitethefact

thatJerehadhelpedhideMulili’ssecretwhenheallowedMustafaaninmatetoescape.

Muliliisboss’s(headofstate)cousinandsincehehasbeenpromisedarewardfor

beingloyaltoBoss,hedoesnotwishtodisappointboss.MulilieventhreatensJerethat

shouldheallowtheceremonytotakeplace,he(Mulili)willnotkeepquiet.Beforethey

leavethestage,theyareinvolvedinaviolentconfrontationwhereJereshootsatMulili

whodivesoffstage.

REVISIONQUESTIONSFORTHESCENESCENEONE

1.Whereisthissceneset

2.WhatarethetwocharactersDogaandNinadoingatthegraveandwhosegraveisit.

3.Whatissostrangeaboutthegrave’sconditionthatmorning?

4.WherewasJusperwhenthegravewasbeingmeddledwith?

5.WhatarewetoldaboutJusper’sconditionandwhyisitso?
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6.WhokilledAdikaandwhatishisrelationshipwiththesubchief

7.WhatledtothedeathofAdikaandhowwashekilled

8.AccordingtoJusperwhatisthedifferencebetweenthesunJupiterandJusperand

whatdoesitrepresent

9.JuspertellsNinathatheisgoingtoaddresstherally,whichrallyishetalkingabout

andwhatdoeshewanttotellthem.

10.WhydoesMuliliandJerecometothegravesideandwhatistheirmission

11.Mulilispeakspoor/non-standardEnglish,whatdoesthistellusabouthim

12.WhatdoesMuliliandJererevealtoDogaandNinaaboutJusper

13.WhydoesJeresupporttheoldcouple’scontinuingwiththeceremony

14.MulilihadallowedMustafatoescape,whatdoesthistellusaboutjusticeinKafira.

15.IdentifyatleasttwocharactertraitsofMulili,Doga,Nina,JereandJusperfromthis

scene.

16.Identifytheaspectsofstyleusedinthisscene:identifytheproverbs,instancesof

irony,useofcrosspurpose,monologue,andpunsamongothers.

17.Whataresomeofthethemesbroughtoutinthisscene?

18.IdentifytheinstancesofBetrayalbroughtoutinthisscene

SCENETWO

ACTIONTAKESPLACEINAPRISONCELL

JereispushedbyanaskariintoacellwherehefindsMosese.Askariisfedupwith

Jere’sinquisitivenature.Hetellshimthatheismadandthathisinquisitivenaturewill

notbeentertainedinprisonandthatitwouldmakehislifeunbearableinprison.Jereis

laterinformedthatallinmateshavetogothroughrehabilitationinordertobere-

integratedinthesociety.Hedoesnothaveanymentalillnessthatwouldmakehimneed

anyrehabilitationthereforehesarcasticallytellsaskarithatheistrulygratefulandthat

hedidn’tknowtheytooksuchpains.ItisapparentthatMosesehasdecidedtoremain

silentbecausesilencecanaswellbeaweaponbutshouldhebeso,theprisons

authoritieswilldemandanexplanationastowhatishekeepingquietabout.Itisnot

surprisingthattheprisonauthoritiesdon’tentertainprisonersaskingquestions.

AskariinformsMosesethatJusperhasbeenreleasedfromjailbuthasnothingtogo

backtosincehisparentswerefounddeadintheirhut.WhenJereandMoseseareleft

alone,JereinformsMoseseoftheeventsofthepreviousnightwhereheandhis

cellmatedecidedtoplayPilateandJesus.AccordingtoJere,Pilatehadhumiliated

Jesusbystrippinghimandcaninghimonthebuttocks.Jere’sco-actorcriedoutafter
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receivingthecanes,alertingtheprisonauthoritieswhomovedJeretothecellwhere

Mosesewasafterstrippinghimandcaninghim.Thetwocellmates(JereandMosese)

taketimetoknoweachother.

MosesetellsJerehowheendedupinprison.HehadattendedAdika’sfuneralwherehe

sawfirsthandtheoppressionbythepoliticalelite.Hecouldn’tkeepquiet,soaftertelling

thepoliticianshismind,hewasarrestedandchargedwithtrumpedupchargesof

possessingdrugs.Hechangeshisnamebecausethepersonwhoimplicatedhimwith

thedrugssharedanamewithhim.Welearnoftheregime’swayofsilencingdissenting

voices,throughtheexperiencesofinmates.

Mosesehasbeeninformedbyaskaritocooperateintheperformanceofaplay

organizedforavisitingheadofstateandinreturnhemightbeamongthesixhundred

prisonerswhoaretobereleased.Hedoesn’twanttodothisasactingintheplaymeans

kneelinginfrontofbossandpleadingformercyyetheisnotguilty.Prisonersarealso

deniedfoodandonlytheoneswhoshowsignsofcooperatingwithprisonauthorities

areallowedprivileges.Thisisevidentwhenaskaribringsamugoftea.

ThecitizensofKafirahadbeenwaitingforthe‘kingdom’foryearsandatlasttheywere

toldithadcome.AccordingtoMosese,itwasanillusion.Hewondershowmanypeople

hadseenthekingdomandwhatcolouritis.Moseseisdisillusioned.Hesaystheyhave

killedtheirpastandwerebusykillingthefuture.Helamentsabouttheoppressivenature

ofboss’regime.Forinstance,soldiershadbeatenupReginaandhadforcedhertogive

falseevidenceagainstherbrother,Mosese.Moseseviolentlywrigglesandasifina

trancerisesandaddressestheimaginaryaudience.Hiswordsportrayhisconfused

stateofmind.Ononehandheisfacedwiththechoiceofparticipatingintheplay,a

sacrificialactthatwillleadtothereleaseof600prisonersorontheotherhandholdon

tohisprinciplesandrejecttherequesttoparticipateintheplay.

REVISIONQUESTIONSFORTHESCENE

SCENETWO

1.Wheredotheeventsofthisscenetakeplace

2.WhydoyouthinkJerehasbeenbroughtintothecell

3.HowwouldyoudescribethetreatmentbytheaskarionJere

4.Jeresaysthat“theoutsideofthiscellmaywellbetheinsideofanother”whatdoes

thistellaboutthesituationinKafira

5.LinkPilate’ssituationtoJerelikeheputsitonpage23

6.WhydoesMosesekeepstaringatthewallevenwhenJereandtheaskariaretalking

7.GivethereasonswhyMoseseisinprison



7

8.Mosesesayswordshavelostmeaningtohimandasksforthemeaningof

Africanisationwhatdoesthistellaboutthepeople’ssituationinthecountry

9.Towhatlevelhastheaskarilearntandwhyishedoingsuchajob

10.WhyisJusperbeingreleasedandhathasjusthappenedtohisparents?

11.WhydidJerecarryabibletothecellsandhowdoesitbringhimtrouble

12.Apartfrombeingapoliceofficer,whicharetheothertwoprofessionsthatJerewas

inbefore?

13.Whichisitemnumberthreeinthedevelopmentplanandwhatisironicalaboutit?

14.MosesesayshesawbetrayalinRegina’seyeswhyisthisso

15.Whyistheforeigndignitaryvisitingandwhyaretheprisonerssupposedtoperform

aplayforhim

16.Theaskaritalksofselectivebreedingandsaysyouneedatallrelativetoget

anythinginthecountrywhatdoesthistellaboutKafira

17.Mosesesays”itwasbetterwhilewewaited.Nowwehavenothingtolookforward

to…”whatweretheywaitingforthattheydon’thaveandwhyhashelosthope?

18.Mosesesleepsandtalksandinhisdream.Whatdoesthistellabouthimandwhat

messagedowegetfromhisconversationwithanimaginaryperson.

SCENETHREE

JusperstealthilyentersRegina’sroomwithouthernoticeandscaresher.Heisinhisred

academicgownandthisheightensRegina’sangerathim.Sherequestshimtorestbut

hesayshecan’trestbecausethedeathofhiswholefamilyisinhismind.Apartfrom

Adika,NinaandDogaweremurderedinexchangeforJusper’srelease.Hesaysthathe

willgethisrevengesomeday.Jusperwasamongtheuniversitystudentswhoprotested

onthestreetsandastheydidthis,peopleshoutedabusivewordsattheminadditionto

tellingthattheywerewastingtimewiththeprotests,itisalsoapparentthatthe

governmentwillnotallowAdika’sphotographtobeprintedinthenewspapers.

ReginawouldbehappyifJusperwastokeepofffromtroublewiththeauthorities.She

tellshimthatshehasonlyhimandMoseseleftintheworldandifanythingwentwrong,

theywouldallbewipedout.Jusperinsiststhattheyhavetotalkofthemassesthathave

novoices.ReginatellsJusperofthescheduledvisitstoKafirabyacertainheadofstate.

Ifthisistohappen,then,therewillbethreedaysholidayforallinadditiontothe

prisonersbeingreleasedtomarktheoccasion.ShehasaletterfromTumbo,whois

boss’right-handman.Init,bosshaspromisedtofacilitatethereleaseofMosese.This

doesnotgodownwellwithJusperwhocanreadmischiefintheactbutwho

neverthelesspromisestobeathimathisowngame.



8

Tumbo,afat,overconfidentman,entersthehouse.HenoticesthroughJusper’s

dressingthatheisamongtheuniversitystudentswhowerebeingknownforrioting.

TumboisalreadyfamiliarwithJusper’snamewhichwassignedagainstastudent’s

prayerthatwasallaboutaskingGodtohelpthemdroptheirChristiannames.Tumbo

warnshimthatiftheprayerbyanychancessuggestedchangingnames,Jusperwould

bebehindbars.Juspersarcasticallywonderswhythiswouldbethecaseyetsince

changeofnameswasitemnumberthreeinthenewdevelopmentplan.Furthermore,

bosshimselfhassubstitutedhisChristiannametosomethingthatnoonecould

pronounce.Tumbodefendsbossbysayingthataleaderrequiresamysteriousname

thatthecommontongueswillbleedtryingtopronounce.ThisispointertoTumbo’s

sycophanticnature.

TumborevisitstheissueofthevisitbyacertainheadofstatetoKafira.Helearnsfrom

ReginathatJusperwritesplaysandsincetheyrequireaone-actplayforthe

entertainment,heconcludesthatJuspercanwriteonefortheoccasion.Tumbosays

thathewouldhavewrittenonehimself,butbeingasocialist,hethoughtofextendingthe

opportunitytootherstoshowwhohasletadvisersruleKafirawhilepretendingtobe

tough,heishatedbyhisownguardswhowillnottalkaboutit.Theworstofhisadvisers

ishiscousinMuliliwhohasbeenrewardedwithalargefarmforhis“servicestothe

nation”Bossissaidtobeofshorttemperandhasaweaknessforwomen.

WhenJusperisbackfrombuyingdrinks,thethreetalkedabouttheideaofwritingaplay

fortheentertainmentofthevisitingheadofstate,TumbowouldbegladifJusperwrote

theintendedplaythatwouldhighlighttheachievementsthecountryhasmade.Money

hasbeensetasideforaplay-writingcompetition,nowthatheknowswhatplayoughtto

beorganized.HedeclaresJusperthewinnerofthatcompetitionandinformshimthat

heandhissisterwouldbegivenathirdofthemoneythatwastofinancethe

competitionandthatJusperwouldbegivenhisprizemoneyoncetheresultsofthe

competitionaremadepublic.Jusperistowritetheplayandensurethatthewords

‘progressand‘achievements’appearoneveryotherpage.

AfterTumboandReginaleave,Jusperremindstheaudiencewhatheholds,‘thefruitsof

independence.Wegetthemsecondhand.’(pg53)

REVISIONQUESTIONSFORTHESCENE

SCENETHREE

1.Whereisthissceneset?

2.WhydoesJusperimitatethericochetingofgunsasheenters?

3.WhyisReginauneasyaboutJusper’sdressingintheredgown?
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4.Whatdoestheredgownsymbolise

5.ForwhatdoesJuspercriticizeReginaandeventhebeggarsinthestreets

6.ForwhatdoesJuspercriticizethemedia

7.AccordingtoJusperwhywasAdikakilledandwhyisMoseseandJereinprison

8.WhyisReginacriticalaboutpeoplevoicingtheirconcernsagainstthegovernment

9.Whatdowededuce/learnfromJusperandReginasconversationabouttheintended

visitbytheforeignheadofstate

10.WhydoesJusperpretendtobeRegina’scousinwhenTumbocallsin?

11.JusperasksRegina“areyousurethisisnotatrick-somesortofatrap?”whyis

JuspercriticalaboutTumbo’shelpingherandwhatdoyouthinkthetrapis?

12.WhatswrongwithChristiannamesandwhydoesJuspercriticizethemp39

13.WhydoesTumbocalltheuniversitystudentsredguards?

14.Jusperissaidtohavewrittenaninterestingprayer,whatwasitabout?

15.Tumbosaysaleadershouldhaveamysteriousnamethatthecommonpeoplewill

bleedtryingtopronounce.WhatdoesthistellaboutthekindofleadersinKafira

16.WhenaskedabouthisuniversitydaysTumbomumble,rumblesandstuttersalmost

confusinghimself,whatdowededucefromthisbehavior

17.Tumbosaysthateducationdoesn’tmatterandthatthereareopportunitiesonlythat

theydonotcomeonasilverplatter.WhatdoesthisrevealaboutKafira

18.ReginarevealstoTumbothatJuspercanwriteplays;whyisTumbohappyaboutthis
andsaysthatthereisagoodpotatoinit.Whatdoesthsmean

19.HowmuchmoneyhasbeenallocatedfortheplayandhowmuchwillJusperremain
with.Whathappenstotheremainingamount

20.WhataspectsdoesTumboinsistthatshoudbecoveredintheplay

21.WhydoesTumbowantReginatovisitBossandwhatisthevisitabout

22.WhyhavemanypublishersrejectedJusper’sworks?Whatdoesthissayaboutthem

23.HowdoesTumboplantocoverupnothavingconductedaplaywritingcompetition

24.Identifythemainthemesbroughtoutinthisscene

25.Identifytheaspectsofstyleinthisscene

26.WhatdowelearnaboutthecharactertraitsofJusper,ReginaandTumbofromthis
scene

27.Identifytheelementsofbetrayalinthisscene

ACTTWO:

SCENEONE



10

Thescenebeginswithtwomembersofacommitteeformedtoplanforthe

entertainmentofavisitingheadofstateareconversing.Intheirconversation,oneof

them,Kabitoisbitterbecausehehaslostatenderdespitehavingspentawholenight

‘beingnice’topeopleinordertogetit.TheyfeelthatMulilidoesnotqualifytobeinthe

committeebuttheycan’traisetheissuewithBoss,asMuliliishiscousin.Nicodemois

alsouncomfortablesittingwiththeprisonersonthedaisduringthevisitbytheheadof

state.HeisparticularlyuncomfortablewithMosese’sreleasesinceheistheonethat

hadplantedanillegaldrugonhimthatledtohisarrestandincarceration!Tumbojoins

thepairandremindsthemoftheneedtopleasethevisitorasitisthroughthatthatthe

voiceoftheirnegotiatorwillcontinuetobeheard.Theyarenotcomfortablestartingany

formalitiesuntiltheyaretoldthesizeofthepotatotheywillget.Onbeingtoldthatthe

potatowillbedeterminedbythenumberofdaystheywork,theysuggestwaystoensure

thattheyhaveamaximumnumberofdays;meetingeverydayuntilthevisitorarrives

andmeetingafterthevisitforthepurposeofreview.

Mulilicomestothemeetinglaterandapologizesforbeinglate.Hesaysthathehas

gonetomakeafollow-uponhistenderwhichhadbeencancelledandafterbossmade

threatstotheuniversitywhichhadgiventhetender,Muliligetsthetenderback.The

committeemembersmakerecommendationsonwhatshouldbeincludedinthe

program,oneofthembeingthatschoolchildrenaswellasalladults’lineuptheroadto

welcomethevisitor.Thisisdespitethefactthatitisthirdtermandmostofthechildren

aresittingfortheirexams.Theyevenrecommendthatthedaybemadeaholidayto

ensuretheirrecommendationsareimplemented.Tumbodisagreeswiththesuggestion

thattheheadofstatevisitsupcountrytoseetheprojectshesupported.Kabitoand

Mulilidisagreeontheissueofforcingthedramadepartmentoftheuniversitytoactin

theplay.MuliliaccusesKabitoofcallinghimprimarykidandwhenKabitorefusesto

apologize,Tumborecommendsaonehourbreakforthememberstoletoffsteam.

Nicodemohadsuggestedathreehoursbreak!Asthesceneends,Muliliswearsat

Kabitoandissuesachillingthreattohim.

REVISIONQUESTIONSFORTHESCENE
SCENEONE
1.Kabitoisthefirsttoarriveandsleepsinoneofthechairs,whatdoesthissymbolize?

2.wheredoesthisscenetakeplace

3.Whyiskabitoasleepandwhyisheinfoulmood

4.WhywasMuliligiventhetender

5.WhyisNicodemoagainsttheuseofprisonerstoentertaintheguests?

6.Whyismulilipartofthiscommittee

7.AccordingtoTumbowhatistheroleofthecommittee

8.Fromthesetupofthecommitteeexplainthethemeofcronism
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9.Fromthediscussionontheirpayment,whatdowelearnaboutthemembersofthis
committee

10.MulilisaysheusedBosstogetthetenderattheuniversity,whatdoesthistellabout
leadershipinKafira

11.Whyaretheuniversitystudentsnotwillingtoparticipateintheentertainmentprogram

12.WhatbringsabouttheconflictbetweenMuliliandKabito

13.Whydoesthecommitteegoforabreakandforhowlongisthebreak

14.Identifytheaspectsofstyleevidentinthisscene

15.Identifythethemesinthisscene

16.IdentifyandillustratethecharactertraitsofTumbo,Nicodemo,MuliliandKabitofrom
thisscene

17.Identifytheelementsofbetrayalfromthisscene.

SCENETWO

Duringtheonehourbreak,MulilirushestobosstoinformhimaboutKabito’s‘illdeeds.’

Hefindsbosspulinggreystrandsofhairfromhishead.HemalignsKabitotobossby

tellinghimthatKabitoisagreensnakeinthegrass,hascolouredboss’nameinbloodin

frontofthecommittee,cametothemeetingdrunk,wasshoutingtoeverybodythatboss

hasdeniedhimthemilktender,saysthatbosshasruinedKafira’seconomybyhiding

millionsinaforeigncountryandthatbosshadtriedtogetReginabyforce.Thisirks

bosswhoaccusesKabitoofsowingseedsofdiscordamongthepeople.Heorders

Mulilitodowhatmustbedone;tosilenceKabito.Muliliisonlytoogladtodoit.Infact,

hetellshimitisasmallmatterhavingsilencedtheoldcouple(NinaandDoga)

REVISIONQUESTIONSFORTHESCENE

SCENETWO
1.Whereisthissceneset

2.WhydoesBossboastabouthisgreyhair

3.WhyhasMulilicometoseeBoss

4.WhatfiveallegationsdoesMulilipresentagainstKabito

5.FromMulili’sallegationwhatillsonleadershipdowelearnaboutBoss

6.WhoisMercedesandwhatmakesherrudetoBoss

7.WhatdoesBossdecideshoudbedoneagainstKabito

8.Mulilisays“thatbesmall.Yourememberthatoldcouple…?”whatdidMulilidototheold
couple,onwhoseinstructionsandforwhatreason?

9.Identifythethemesevidentinthisscene?

10.Identifytheaspectsofstyleevidentinthisscene
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11.WhatarethecharactertraitsofMuliliandKabitofromthisscene?

12.Identifytheelementsofbetrayalinthisscene

SCENETHREE

Newsaboutboss’attempttorapeReginahasreachedJusperwhonowfeelshecan’tgo

onwiththeplayashehadearlieronpromisedTumbo.ThelatterwarnsJusperthatthis

wouldbedeemedassabotage,hencewouldbetoodangerous.Heiswarnedthatifhe

makesanymistake,hecouldendhisuniversitystudiesevenafterhehasalreadylost

oneyear.Jusperleavesbuthedoesn’tpromisebossthatheisgoingtohidethetruth.

WhenTumboandNicodemomeettocontinuewiththemeetingafterthe‘break’theyare

awareofKabito’smurderbuttheydarenotsayanything.Tumbosaystheyareawareof

Kabito’smurderbuttheydarenotsayanything.Tumbosaystheyarelikecagedanimals

whomovebutonlyinsidethecage.Theypretendnottoknowanythingaboutthedeath

whenMulilienters.HepretendstobeshockedandsaddenedbyKabito’sdeathwhichhe

sayswasasresultofKabitobeingundertheinfluenceofalcohol.

NicodemowondershowonecangetdrunkinthespaceofonehourandMulilifoolishly

saysthatpeoplesaidthathisbreathsmelledofspirits.Whenpressesfurtherby

NicodemowhowondersaboutthementionofbreathyetKabitowasdead,Muliliretorts

thathedidn’tsaybreathbuthisbodysmelledwhiskies.Hegoesaheadtosaythatboss

weptwhenheheardofthedeathandhasalreadydeclaredoneroadtobecalledKabito

road.Nicodemosuggeststhattheyshouldcalloffthemeetingandwonderswhetherthe

daywouldbecounted.Despitethesolemnnessoftheoccasion,themembersofthe

committeeseemtobemorepre-occupiedwithconcernsofseekingavenuesofmaking

money.Thisisapointertotheirgreedandmaterialisticnature

REVISIONQUESTIONSFORTHESCENE

SCENETHREE

1.Whereisthissceneset

2.WhathadhappenedtoRegina,whywasitnecessaryforReginatomeetBossandwhat
transpiredafterthat

3.WhyisBoss’swifelockedupaftertheincident

4.WhydoesJusperwanttopulloutoftheprogramme

5.WhatdoesJusperstandtoloseifhewithdrawsfromthedirectingoftheplay

6.WhydoesTumbocautionJusperagainststandingfortruthandjustice

7.WhathashappenedtoKabitoduringthebreak
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8.WhatisthecauseofKabito’sdeathaccordingtoMulili

9.WhatdoyougatherfromMulili’sincoherentandapparentconfusedexplanationof
Kabito’sdeath

10.ExplainTumbo’sassertionthat“likecagedanimals,wemove,butonlyinsidethecage”

11.Whyisthemeetingcalledoff

12.HowdotheothercommitteemembersexpresstheirrespetforthedeadKabito

13.Nicodemoaskswhethertheywillbepaidforthatday,whatdoesthattellusabouthis
character

14.Identifythethemesevidentinthisscene

15.Identifytheaspectsofstyleusedinthisscene

16.IdentifythecharactertraitsofJusper,Tumbo,MuliliandNicodemofromthisscene

17.Identifytheelementsofbetrayalfromthisscene

SCENEFOUR

THEREHEARSAL

Thestageissetforthefinalrehearsaloftheplaymeanttoentertainthevisitingheadof

state.Tumbowantseverythingtogoonwellashefearstodisappointbosswhois

alreadyinafoulmood.Boss,has,asaresultofhisbadtemper,lockeduphiswifeinthe

palacecell.JusperinformsTumbothatallwillgoonwellandthatMosesewas

cooperativeduringthepreviousnight’srehearsal.Juspersaysthatheisintheplay

becauseherealizedthattheproblemsofkafiracannotbesolvedbyisolation.According

tohim,iftheplaysucceeds,hewillhavedemonstratedthatdeterminationisgreaterin

worththannumbers.Tumbowouldpreferthatbossdoesn’tknowthattheplayiswritten

byJusperwhohopesthatthereleaseofafewprisoners,afterthesuccessoftheplay,

willchangeKafira.Jusperisabletoseethehypocrisyoftherulingelite.Thereleaseofa

fewprisonersismeanttoimprovetheimageofKafiratotheeyesoftheworld.This

accordingtohimisonlythetruth.

BossjoinstheminthepreparationoftherehearsalandJuspertellshimtheplayisabout

anarmycadetwhoispromotedtotherankofcaptainwithinsixmonthsofenrolment.

Duringthepass-outparadeheshootshiscolleagueaccidentallybecausehedoesn’t

knowhowtohandleagun.Itislaterrealisedthatheisnotarelativeofthearmy

commanderasithadbeenthought.

Astherehearsalstarts,Bossvolunteerstoreadthepartofthechiefofstaffsincethe

prisonerwhohadbeenallocatedtherolecouldnotbepresentashehadstomach

troubles.HealsoordersaskaritountiethehandsofJereandMosesesothattheycan

jointherehearsal,Mosese(thejuniorsoldier)argueswithJere(thecaptain)overwhich
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gunisshorterthantheother;a.32ora28.Theygototheirchiefofstaff(boss)tohelp

unravelthemystery.Hetellsthemtoeachtakeagunandshowittohim.Thegunsare

nowinthehandsofJereandMosese!Theirplanhassucceeded.Onrealizingthathe

hasbeentricked,bossshoutstotheguardsbutJeretellshimhehasnoguards.Jusper

thinksthatbossisdeadandisabouttogoanddesignacoffinbutisstoppedbyMosese

whotellbosstoseewhathehaddonetoJusper.Becauseoffear,Mulilibetraysboss.

Hesaysthatbossoughttobekilledbecausehehastakeneverythinginhishands,has

spoiledKafira’seconomy,andhasruledfortoolongandkilledKabito.Bosscannot

standthebetrayalsohetellsJeretoshoothim.

Jeretellsbossthattheirinterestisnottoseehumanbloodbuttoprovideamirrorfor

KafiratoreflecttherealfacesofKafira’sfrontmen.Hesaysthattheymustalsolearnto

sacrificethemselvesforabetterfuture.Mosesesaysthattheirachievementislargely

becauseoftheinefficiencyofTumbo.Jeregivesbossthegunthathecanshoothim

(Jere)butbossdeclines.JusperthentakesthegunandshootsMulilidead.Hesaysthat

hediditforKafira.Beforetheplayends,theghostsofDogaandNinaenterthestage.

Mulili’sdeathseemstohaveappeasedDogaandNina.

REVISIONQUESTIONSFORTHESCENE
SCENEFOUR
1.whereisthissceneset

2.whyisBoss’swifelockedup?

3.whatisthelevelofpreparednessforthepresentationoftheplay

4.Tumbodoesn’tknowwhattheplayisevenabout,whatdoesthistellusabouthim

5.whywasJusperthownoutofhispositionasstudentleaderwhydoesTumbosuggest
thattheykeepthefactthatJusperisthewriteroftheplayasecret

6.Juspersaysthathedoesn’twanttheprisonerstocomefromtheprisonintoanother
prison,whatdoesthistellusaboutthesocietyofKafira

7.WhatwarningdoesBossgivetoJusperfortheuniversitystudents

8.WhyisBossscornfuloftheuniversitystudents

9.WhatdidBossdoasareactiontothestudentsprotestonemploymentofexpatriates

10.AccordingtoJusper’sexplanationtoBosswhatistheplaytheprisonersaregoingto
presentabout?

11.Jusper’splaywithinaplayexposesthecharactertraitsofseveralcharacters.Identify
andexplainthem

12.WhydoesBossofferhimselfforthepositionofchiefofstaffandwhathappenedtothe
onesupposedtotakethatrole

13.Whyaretheprisonersgivenrealgunsandwhatdoesthistellusaboutthestateofficials

14.Giveasynopsisoftheplaytheprisonersenact

15.howdotheprisonersmanagetotakeoverthegovernment
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16.WhydoesMulilitrytoescape

17.HowdoesMulilibetrayBossandwhatallegationsdoeshepresentagainstBoss

18.WhyisBosssparedandMulilikilled

19.AfterkillingMulili,Juspersays”IdiditforKafira,Ididitforallofyoupeople“whatisthe
meaningofthisstatement

20.WhatisthesignificanceofthereappearanceofDogaandNinaandtheirfreezingasthey
pointatMulili’sbodyattheendoftheplay.

21.Identifythestylisticdevicesusedinthisscene

22.Identifytheelementsofbetrayalinthisscene

THEMES

BETRAYAL

Betrayalistheactofbeingdisloyalorbeingdeceitfultowardssomeone.Itsaboutgoing

againstthetrustthatsomeonehasonanother.

TheheadofstateinKafira(Boss)hasbetrayedthepeople’strustinhim.Heissupposed

toprotectthecountry’ssovereigntybycreatingjobopportunitiesforhissubjects,but

insteadhehasfacilitatedtheinfluxofexpatriatepersonnelintothecountry.Whenthe

universitystudentsprotesthedeliberatelysendsinanorderforthreehundredmore

expatriatepersonnel.Underhisrule,sycophancy,cronyism,corruption,nepotism,and

persecutionofperceivedopponentshavebecometheorderoftheday.Heordersthe

killingofKabito.HeisalsoresponsibleforthedeathofDogaandNinaaswellasthe

arrestofMosese,Askarisays‘.....wecalculatedthattwomaturestrokeswouldeasethe

tension.Itworkedperfectly.Thisiswheretheresearchstationscomein,’(pg19)

Appointmentsarenotbasedonmerit.AccordingtoTumbo,membershipofthe

entertainmentcommitteeisbasedontheappointeesunflinchingloyaltytoBosswho

buysloyaltybyhandsomelyrewardingindividuals.Forinstance,Muliliisrewardedwith

acresoflandandgradecattle.

AnotherincidentofbetrayaliswhenKabito,afellowmemberoftheentertainment

committeeisbetrayedtoBossbyMulili.Mulilicomesupwithfictitiousreasonsfor

gettingridofKabito.Theallegationsareoutrageoustosaytheleast.HesaysthatKabito

hascomplainedthatBosshasrobbedhimofthemilktender,hehasruinedthe

economy,hehidesmillionsinforeigncountries,andthathetriedtogetReginabyforce.

Infact,Mulilishouldbethe“greensnakeonthegrass’thatherrefersto.Byhaving

Kabitokilled,hebetraysbothmen.

Mulilibetrayshiscolleague,Jerewhogetsarrestedbecauseheopposedthefarmer’s

brutalitytowardsDogaandNina,Apartfromhisname-callingandcallousnature;he

getsJereintotroublewhenallhewantedtodowastoassisttheoldcouple.
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BossbetraysthetrustReginahasforhim.ReginahonourshermeetingwithBosssince

shebelieveshwtheonlyonewhocansecurethereleaseofherbrotherMosese.

Unfortunately,Bossforcefullytriestogetherandsheisforcedtoescapebyjumpingout

ofatenfoothighwindow.

MosesethinksthatitwouldbeanactofbetrayalforReginatopleadforhisrelease.

PleadingtoBossformercywouldmeanthatheisguiltyyetheisnot.Accordingto

Moseseactingistantamounttobetrayingtheircause.Hefurtherarguesthattheyare

outtocausechangeinKafiraandevensilencetohimisaweapon.

REVENGE

Manycharactersareseentobeinvolvedinvariousactionsagainsteachotherinan

attempttoavengewrongsdoneagainstthem

JusperavengesthedeathofhisbrotherAdikabykillingChagagathesubchief’sbrother

themanwhohadapparentlykilledAdikabyshootinghimfourtimes.JeretellsJusper’s

parentsthat“peoplehadseenhimdragthebodytotheriver…”pg12

JerepleadswithMulilitoallowtheoldcouplecontinuewiththeceremony.Mulili

vehementlyrefusesandevenimitatesapriest’sburialliturgyanactionthatinfuriates

Jerewhochaseshimawayandeventhreatenstoshothim.Mulilithreatenshimthathe

shallpayforhisactionsandtruetohiswordsJeresputbehindbars.

AfterkillingChagagaandbeingputbehindbars,Jusper’sparentsarefounddeadan

indicationthatsomeonehadfurtheravengedthekillingofChagaga.Jusperfurthersays,

“Iwillrevengesomeday…”pg33towhichweseehimkillingMulliattheendoftheplay

whomusthavebeeninvolvedinthekillings.Duringthemeetingbythecommittee

organizingfortheentertainmentforthevisitingdignitary,thereisaquarrelandbitter

exchangeoveranapparentmisunderstandingbetweenKabitoandMulili.Muilireports

KabitotoBosswithmanyfalseallegationsandthisleadstothekillingofKabito.

AttheendoftheplayJusperisseenshootingMulilidead.HisisbecauseMuliliisa

symboloftheillsthathaveaffectedthestateofKafira.InfactJuspersaysonp74that“I

diditforKafira”

THEROLEOFTHEELITES

Theelitesinanysocietyshouldbeactivelyinvolvedinemancipatingtheirsocietiesfrom

downfallespeciallyoccasionedbypoorleadership.Thesamehappensinthestateof

Kafirathroughvariouscharacters.

TheuniversitystudentsledbyAdikaareseendemonstratingagainsttheinfluxof

expatriatesinthecountry.Thisisbecausethishasbeentheleadingcauseof

unemployment.ThishoweverleadstothedeathofAdikabutit’simportanttonoticethat

theyhadexpressedtheirmisgivingsagainstthegovernment.
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ThroughMosesewealsofindthattheelitesarealmostgivinguponthegovernmentand

eventurningtheirbackstothegoingonsinthestate.ThisisseeninMosese’swords

whenaskedwhyheisshowinghisbacktoJereandtheaskaritowhichheanswersI

havenofront.HoweverweseehimspeakingouthismindagainsttheoppressionIthe

statewhichleadstohisimprisonmentontrumpedupcharges.

Moseseinhistrance/dreamagreestoparticipateintheplaytogetherwithJereanother

elite.Itisevidentthatitisthroughtheirroleintheplaythattheymanagetobringorder

tothestateofKafirabyoustingandkillingtheevilelementingovernmentinMulili.

Jusperaneliteisactivelyinvolvedinoustingtheoppressiveregimeitishewhowrites

thecontroversialplaythroughwhichtheyoverthrowthegovernment.Itishimstillwho

shootsMulilitheevilelementandhencehopeforKafiraashesaysattheendoftheplay

that,“IdiditforKafira.Ididitforallofyoupeople.”Pg74

CORRUPTION

Thegovernmentofficialsarecorruptthroughandthrough.Theheadofstate(boss)puts

Mulili,acousinofjis,inaseniorgovernmentpositionsothathecaninformhimonevery

intricatedetailinthegovernment.Themanisilliterateandanon-performerwhois

determinedtoamasswealthforhimself.Heisinconsiderateandwilldoanythingtoearn

acresoffarmlandandcattle.

Bossiscorrupt.Hepracticesnepotismandgiveshighgovernmentpositionsto

unqualifiedrelativeswhoworkashisspies.Healsoemploysmanyexpatriatesinpublic

universitiesattheexpenseofthelocalcitizens.Bosshasamassedsomuchwealthfrom

thestatethroughcorruptdealsandkeptmillionsinforeignbankaccounts.Tumboalso

failstoconductaplaywritingcompetitionandinsteadchoosesJusperandpayshim

onlyathirdofthemoney.Hepocketstherestclaimingthatitisforsettlingrecords

straight.Hedoesnotreadthroughthewrittenplayandoutofhisinefficiency,itturnsout

tobeanavenuefortheprisonerstoeliminateMuliliandexposeBoss.Healsointendsto

extendtheentertainmentcommittee’ssessioninordertoearnmoresittingallowance.

Jusperisafrustratedstudentwho,likealltherest,hasnohopeoffindingajobinKafira

sincemostofthemgotoexpatriates.HetellsTumbothatduringtheholidayhewould

sitinthehouseandvegetatesincethestateregardstheyouthasneitherchildrennor

adultsbutfencesitters.Boss’intentionistousetheexpatriateasanopportunitytogain

moreforeignaid.

Thereistribalismandnepotismwithinthegovernment.WhileofferingMoseseteainthe

cellAskarisays,‘Here,teawithmilkyetyoudon’tevenbelongtomytribe.Youneeda

tallrelativetogetanythingthesedays’(pg27)onlythosewithrelativesworkinginthe

governmentcansurviveinthisstate.
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WhiletheentertainmentcommitteemeetsNicodemotriestofindoutaboutwhatthey

willmakeoutofit.Heasks.....”whatsizeofpotatoperhour?”Heisalsointerestedin

findingouthowmanydaystheywoulduse.“Howmanyworkingdays.....”Kabitosuggest

thattheyshouldmeeteverydayuntilthevisitingheadofstatearrivesandevenafterthe

visit.Governmentofficialsarecorrupt.Eachisthinkingofhowtoamasswealth.

Muliliisgrantedthemilktenderbecauseheisboss’cousin.Itisnotgiventothosethat

qualified.Kabitoiscorrupt.Hespendsthewholenighttryingtobribethetendering

committeeyethelostthetender.Hesays‘.....Ispentthewholeoflastnightbeingniceto

people.”(pg51)

Togetmoneyinthisstateinthisstateonedoesn’thavetobeeducated,Onemusthave

brainstothisofunscrupulouswaysofgettingmoney.TumbotellsJusperonpg50

‘..........youneedadifferentkindofthis.”

LACKOFTRUTHANDJUSTICE

Thereisaninherentfearofspeakingthetrutha-intheentireplaythusleadingto

miscarriageofJustice.Thosewhohavespokenthetruthhavenotlivedtoseetheir

tomorrowbuthavebeenbrutallyexterminatedlikevermin.

AcaseinpointisAdika,astudentleaderwhoisshotdeadtosilencethestudentswho

areprotestingabouttheinfluxofexpatriatepersonnelintothecountry.AYoungman’s

lifeissobrutallybroughttoanabruptendbecausehechoosestopursethetruthin

ordertoattainjusticeforthegreatergoodofKafirastate.

Thestudent’slecturerdecidestospeakthetruthduringtheburialbytellingthe

politiciansoffwhentheydecidetoplacerestrictionsonthemourners.Butbecause

speakingone’smindisnotacrime,theyplantadrug,onekilogramofopiuminhiscar

andgethimimprisoned,Thisisaseriouscaseofintoleranceandmiscarriageofjustice.

DogaandNinaaremurderedintheirownhutbecausetheydaredchallengeoneofBoss;

closestadvisers,Mulili,whoisalsohisrelative.Theyintendedtocarryoutasimple

shavingceremonybythegravesideoftheirmurderedsonbutMulilideclaredita

governmentproperty.Whentheyseemnottonoticehisauthority,hehasthem

murderedjusttoprovewhoholdsswayinthiscountry.

WhenAdika’smurderer,Chagagahevisitsthegravetoburnthebodywithpetrol,he

leastexpectsJuspertobeguardingit.Inthestrugglethatensues,hegetskilledandhis

bodyisdumpedintheriverbyJusper,Acourtoflawshouldhaveorderedforamedical

examinationtodeterminethementalhealthoftheyoungmanpriortothekilling.

However,becauseChagagahappenstobethesub-chief’sbrother,Jusperislockedup

inprison.

Mulilicannottolerateanargument,evenalogicalonefromKabitowithwhomheholdsa
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grudge.HemisreportshimtoBosswhoordershisdeath.Thereisnowayatruthful

personlikeKabitowouldsurviveinthesecircumstances.

Boss’ownwife,Mercedes,islockedupinacellforprotestingagainstherhusband‘s

moralstanding.HeevenblamesKabitoforincitingthewomantodefyhim.

MISUSEOFPOWER/BADGOVERNANCEANDMISRULE

TherulingeliteinKafiraisperpetuatingcronyism,nepotism.corruptionandintimidation

ofopponentsinordertoclingtopower.Muliliyieldsalotofinfluenceduetothefactthat

heisBoss’cousin.Kabitoreferstohimasanarmy-dropoutandasecondratefarmer.

Ordinarypeoplecannotcarryouttheirnormalceremonieswithoutgovernment

interference.DogaandNina,twoinnocentandbereavedcitizenscannotcarryouta

simpleceremonyfortheirdeadson.Thegovernmentsendstwosoldiers,JereandMulili

tobarthemfromdoingso.Theyareevenmurderedasaresult.

Individualsareforcedtotakelawintotheirhandssincejusticefavoursthoseconnected

tothoseinpower.JusperkillsChagagainordertoavengethekillingifhisbrotherAdika.

Chagagahappenstobethesub-chief’sbrother.Mulilisays“Allsmallmurdersget

arrested.”LikeJusperfacesthefullbruntofthelawwhilebigmurdererslikeMuliliget

awayscotfreeduetopoliticalpatronage.

ThefactthatBossreliesonthelikesofMulili,Tumbo,KabitoandNicodemotorender

goodandsustainableopinionandadvicetothegovernmenttellstheextentoftherotin

thissystem.Muliliisbarelycoherentandtherearelotsofinconsistenciesinhis

utterances.Heisaliarandacheat,afraudwhoanyrightthinkingleadershould

distancehimselffrom.Tumbo,

KabitoandNicodemoonlythinkabouttheirdailyallowancesandaredeterminedto

meetaslongasittakesinordertoreapasmuch.

Tumbo’sremarkattheendoftheplayputswhatailsthestateinplainterms,“Iamtruly

sorry,butIamnotentirelytoblame,Iwastrained,butgiventhewrongjob….”(pg74)

Thisremarkpointsanaccusingfingerattheappointingauthority.ThelikesofMulili

shouldnotbeingovernment.

MuliliuseshisrelationshipwithBosstosecuretendersandamasswealth.Hemanages

toreversetheterminationofhistenderbysolicitingassistancefromboss.Nicodemo

saysthatMulilibulliedhiswayintosecuringtheuniversitytender(pg51)Appointments

togovernmentpositionsarebasedonone’sclosenesstoBoss.Tumbotellsmembersof

theentertainmentcommittee,“Itrustgentlementhatyouknowwhyyousitonthis

committee.Youwerenominatedforonereason:Yourunflinchingsupportforour

government“(pg52-53)ItisevidentthatMulili,Tumbo,KabitoandNicodemoareBoss’

sycophants.
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Mulili’sunflinchingsupportforBossisrewardedwithfarmlandandgradecattle.

TumboismandatedtoorganizeaplaywritingcompetitionbutinsteaddeclaresJusper

thewinnerofproposedplaywritingcompetitiononethirdwouldgotoJusperand

Reginaandtheothertwothirdswillbeusedtoputtherecordsstraight.

FEAR/SUSPICION

Fearistheunpleasantfeelingcausedbythepossibilityofdangerorevil.Actionsor

inactionbyseveralcharactersontheplayaremotivatedbyfear.ThepeopleofKafira

liveingreatfear.Theylackfreedomofexpression.Theycannotunderstandwhythe

likesofJusper,Adika,andMosestalktoomuchandputthemselvesinunnecessary

trouble.

Beggarsfeelthattheprotestorsarewastingtime.

ReginawarnsJusperagainsttalkingtoomuch.Shedoesnotwanthimtoendupdead

likeAdikaorinprisonlikeMosese.Jusper’sredacademicgownisasourceofconstant

fearforRegina.Tumbotoogetsscaredofthestudents’redgownsandhecallsthemthe

redguards.

AskariwarnsJereandMosesethatsilenceisalltheyneedtostayoutoftrouble.

Suspicioniscreatedwhenprisonerseitherremainsilentortalktoomuch.

NopublisheriswillingtopublishJusper’splaysincehisplayshasexposedthetruthtoo

much.Theycanonlybepublishedifhecanhideorcoverthetruth.Juspersaysthat

nobodywantsthingsputinblackandwhite.Youneedalittlegreyandbluehereand

there.(pg47)

TumboconfessesthatJusperhasapointwhenhesaysthatyoucan’tclothetruthinlies,

butaddsthattheyknowbetterthantoshoutaboutit.Theyknowthetruthbutcan’tdare

shoutaboutit.

Tumboisfearfulofboss.Hedoesnotwishtodisappoint.HesaysthatBossisinafoul

mood.Hewantstheplaytogoonasscheduled.Healsowouldn’twantBosstoknow

thatthewriteroftheplaytobeactedisJusper.

Boss’advisershatehimbuttheydonotwanttotalkbeyondwhispers.Tumbosaysthat

untilpeoplelikeMuliliareout,itisdangeroustodothingsdifferentlyfromwhatis

expectedinKafira.

ReginafearsgoingtoseeBosstopleadforMosese’sreleasebecausesheisafraidof

him.Shefearsthatsomethingwillgowrongifheseeher.

ReginafearsforJusperssafety.Shepleadswithhimtostopclashingwiththe

authorities.Shetellshim,“Jusper,nogoodwillcomeoutofthisstruggle.LikeyouIonly

havetwoclosefriendsleftinthisworld.Youandmybrother,butmybrotherisinside.If

anythingshouldgowrong,we’llbewipedout.”(pg34)
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MuliliisthreatenedbyJusperandMoseseattheendoftheplaytoapointofdenying

havinganycloserelationshipwithBoss.Heisfearfulthathemighthekilledbutsure

enoughheisshotdead.Earlierhehadintendedtosneakoutpurportedlytogoforacall

ofnature.Theheadifstateisshockedbytheturnofeventsandfearsthatallevilswill

beexposedbytheprisoners.Hebegstobekilled.Hewouldratherfacedeaththanthe

consequencesofhisdeeds.

WhenNicodemosuggeststhatKabitoshouldreporttheissueoflosinghistender,

KabitoremarksthatreportingMulilitoBossistantamounttodiggingone’sowngrave.

WhenKabitoquestionsMulili’spresenceonthecommittee,TumbosaysthatKabito

shouldknowbetterthanthatandinanycase,thequestionwasnotintheagenda.

TumboandNicodemoknowthatMuliliisresponsibleforKabito’sdeathbuttheycannot

daresayanything.“Likecagedanimals,wemove,butonlyinsidethecage.”(pg62)

HYPOCRISY

Hypocrisyreferstopretencethatonehasqualities,beliefsorfeelingsthattheydonot

reallyhave.Prisonersaretakingpartintheplaytoentertainthevisitingheadofstateto

shownationalunity.Thegovernmentistryingtoshowtheimpressionthatprisonersare

activelyinvolvedinnationbuilding.Thismayhavenotbeenthecaseearliersince

Nicodemosaystheyarenowbeingtreatedasiftheydonotbelongtothisworld.The

mainreasonforBoss’decisiontohavetheprisonerstakepartintheplayistopotraythe

countryinpositivelighttoensureforeigninvestment.Asuccessfulvisitwillmakeit

possiblefortheroleofthenegotiatorstobeheard.

MulilipretendstobeshockedbythenewsthatKabitoisdead.HeinformsTumboand

NicodemothatKabitohasbeeninvolvedinafatalaccidentduringtheonehourbreak.

Hepretendstobesaddenedbythenews.Heclaimsthattheaccidentwascausedbythe

victimdrivingundertheinfluenceofalcohol.HefurtherclaimsthatBosswasintears

whenheheardofKabito’sdeathandthathehaddeclaredthataroadbenamedafter

Kabito.(pg63)

BycriticizingtheexcessesofBoss,Tumboisbeinghypocriticalsinceheisabeneficiary

ofBossandhisgovernment.Tumboseemstobemakinganattempttodistancehimself

fromBosswhenhesays,’Thingswillchange;Bossisnotatallbadatheart.Hismain

problemisthathegetsscaredofftooeasily.”(pg44)Asaresultofhisloyaltyheis

madethechairmanofthecommitteemandatedtoorganizefortheentertainmentofa

visitingheadofstate.HealsoownsapartmentscourtesyofBoss.

TumbopretendstobedoingReginaafavourbyintroducinghertoBossyetheknows

his(Boss)ridiculousweaknessforwomen.Whenshegetsintotroubleandjumpsoutof

aten-feethighwindow,hebelatedlysayshewillapologizetoher.Hepretendstobe
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sorryforReginawhileallalonghehadknownwhatBosswasupto.

Tumboclaimstobeasocialistatheartandsayshecouldhavewrittentheplayforthe

entertainmentofthevisitingHeadofStatehimselfbutdecidestoextendthis

opportunitytosomeoneelse.“Tumbo,youhavenotdonebadly,whydon’tyouleadthe

packofthem…..showthemlight,eatandleteat.”(pg44)

Bossclaimstounderstandtruthandjustice,whileinfact,heleastdoes.Heallegesthat

theriotingstudentsandthedissentinglecturershavenoideawhattruthandjusticeare

allabout.Thishypocrisyisself-servinginthesensethatheintendstosuppresstheir

freedomofexpressiontocreateanopportunitytogainfromforeigngovernments.

MulilimisreportsKabitotoBossforallegedlymaligningBoss’reputationyethisreal

intentionistohaveKabitopunishedforopposinghimduringthemeeting.WhenBoss

giveshimthego–aheadtoeliminateKabitowhichhedoes,helateractsshockedand

saddenedbyhisdeath.

AskaripretendstobedoingJereafavourbyputtinghimonrehabilitationafteronlytwo

daysandtellshimthatthegovernmentwasgivinghisfuturesomeconsiderationeven

thoughhewascontributingtothenationalheadache.

HOPELESSNESS/DISILLUSIONMENT

Tobedisillusionedistobedisappointedwhenyourealizethatsomethingisnotasgood

asyouhadexpectedtoapointofcompletinglosinghopeandgivingup.

ThemassesinKafiraaredisillusionedbythestateofaffairsintheircountry.Mosese

saysthattheyhadwaitedforthekingdomforyears,thenitwassaidithadcomebutit

wasallanillusion.Hewondershowmanypeoplehadseteyesonthatkingdomand

whatcolouritis.AccordingtoMoseseitwasbetterwhiletheywaitedfortheKingdom

becausethentheyhadhope,nowtheyhavenothingtolookforwardto.Hefeelsthat

theyhavekilledthepastandarebusykillingthefuture.Hesaysinthepast,theyhad

celebrationsonceayearandtheyhadareasontocelebrate,butnowthereisnothingto

celebrateabout.Peoplearebusysheddingbloodeverywhere.(pg27-28)

Themasseshaveresignedtotheirfateafterrealizingthefutilityoffightingthe

government.Asthestudentsprotestinthestreets,peopleshoutatthemandbeggars

tellthemtheyarewastingtheirtime.(pg33)ReginafeelsthatJusperandthoseothers

protestingagainstthegovernmentareeastingtimeandthatnogoodwillcomeoutof

theirstrugglewiththegovernment.Shefeelsthattheyarefightingstones.(pg34)

DogaandNinahavelosthopeinlifeaftertheirson;Adikaisshotdeadduringthe

universityriots.TheirsonJusperseemstohavelosthismindafterhisbrother’sdeath
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andiscurrentlyconsideredasgoodas‘dead.’Ninaconcludesthattheauthoritieshave

robbedthemalltheyhadandblindedthem.

AfterKabito’smurder,TumboandNicodemorealizethattheirtenuresasgovernment

officialshanginthebalance.Tumbosays,“Wehavenochoice,likecagedanimals,we

movebutonlyinsidethecage.”(pg62)Hesaystheeliminationofcitizenshasbecome

sorampantthatoneisnotsureofseeingthenextday.

JereargueswithAskariovertheissueoffreedom.Hetellshimthattheoutsideofhis

cellmaybewelltheinsideofanother,whichimpliesthereisnofreedominKafiraand

eventhosewhothinktheyarefreearenot.

JusperbemoansthefactthatReginatoohasbeenaffectedbythestreetdisease,thatis

givingup.Itisevenpointedoutthatthebeggarsinthestreetslaughattheuniversity

studentsbecausetheybelievethattheycouldachievenothingforKafira.

OPPRESSION/SOCIALINJUSTICE

TheleadershipofKafiraisdictatorial.Itisoppressive.Thegovernmentinabidto

perpetuateitscontinuedstayinpowerhasresultedinsilencingitscritics.Theeducated

eliteinparticularpaytheheaviestpriceforbeingattheforefrontofcriticizingthe

excessofBoss’regime.

Assasinations,arrests,imprisonmentsandtortureofprisonersaretheorderoftheday.

Bossmustalwayshavehiswayandwilleliminateanyonewhoappearstobea

stumblingblocktohisschemes.Hedoesnotentertainanyfreedomofexpressionof

whateverkind.Forexample,theacademicstaffmembersshouldnotweepinpublicfor

whateverreason,andiftheydo,theyendupinprisonlikeMosese.

Freedomofexpressioniscurtailed.Jeresays“theoutsideofthiscellmaybetheinside

ofanother’(pg21)Prisonersarenotallowedtoaskquestions.Itonlymakesone’slife

moreunbearable.

WhenoneasksquestionsheissubjectedtobeatingasinthecaseofJere.Prisonersare

deniedfoodonlythosewhoco-operatewithauthoritiesenjoycertainprivileges.Jereis

deniedteahenMoseseispresentedwithacupoftea.

DuringAdika’sfuneralMosesesaysoftheordersroomthegovernment.‘Thefuneral

wouldnottakemorethantenminutes,thecoffincouldnotbecarriedbystudentsand

weepinginpublicwasillegalfortheacademicstaff.”WhenMoseseprotestedagainst

thishighhandedness,heisarrestedandimprisonedontrumpedupchargesof

possessingillegaldrugs.Prisonersaredeniedfoodandonlythosewhoco-operatewith

prisonauthorities.

InabidtosecureconvictionforMosese,hissister(Regina)issubjectedtobeatingby

soldiersaspeoplewatch,forcinghertogiveevidenceagainsthim.Asaresultthe

beatingsheloseshearinginoneear.

DogaandNianalosetheirlivesafterprotestingthegovernment’sdecisiontoprevent

themfromconductingtheshavingceremonyfortheirlatesonAdika.
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TumboandNicodemoknowthatMulilikilledKabitobuttheycannotsayanythingabout

it.“Likecagedanimalswemove,butinsidethecage’(pg62)

Boss’regimehasestablishedresearchstationsmeanttorehabilitateperceived

opponentsofthestatebeforetheyarere-integratedintothesociety.AskaritellsJere

,”Youseewehaveresearchstationsdottedalloverthecountryside.”(pg17)

BosstellsJusperthatwhenhegoesbacktotheUniversityheshouldtelltheleadersthat

itishis(Boss’)dutytodecideonthemagnitudeofKaira’safricanizationprogrammeand

thattheyhavenorighttochantaboutit.Whenthestudentsdemonstrateagainstthe

influxofexpatriatepersonnel,Bosswarnsthattheresultwillalwaysbethesame,deaths

andimprisonment.

JereproteststhemistreatmentofNinaandDogabythegovernment.Hesuccessfully

triestoconvinceMulilitoallowthemtoconducttheshavingceremonyfortheirson

Adika.AnaltercationensuesbetweenhimandMuliliwhenheinsiststhattheceremony

willgoonasplannedresultinginhisarrestandimprisonment.

Jusper’sunstablestateofmindcanbeattributedtothephysicalaswellas

psychologicalsufferinghehasundergone.Hehasbeenarrestedtwice,firstduringthe

burialofhisbrotherAdikaandsecondsthemurderofChagagawhokilledhisbrother.

Dogasays“thentheycameandtookhimaway…..whentheybroughthimbackafter

threemonthshewasnolongerthesonweknew(pg4-5)Thedeathofhisbrothertooka

heavytollonhimandhecouldnotcometotermswithit.

Prisonersmustperformaplaythatmustentertainthevisitingheadofstateinorderto

earnamnesty.

CHARACTER,CHARACTERIZATIONANDROLESOFCHARACTERS

JERE

Heisanex-soldierandnowaprisoner.HewasacolleagueofMulili.Hetaughtreligious

knowledgeforthreeyearsbeforehewasdraftedintothearmy.Hecanbedescribedas;

Reasonable

JereisreasonableashelistenstoDogaandNinaandunderstandstheirpredicament.

HeeventellsthemthatMulilidoesnotbelongwiththemanddoesnotknowtheirways

whenNinathreatenstocursethembystrippingnakedandMulilimakesfunofher.

HepleadswithDogatounderstandthatheandMuliliaresimplyobeyingorderswhen

theysaythattheceremonycannotgoon.Hesays,‘oldman,ifIhadthepower,Iwould

letyougoon.Iwouldeventakepartintheceremony.IknewAdikawell.

Patriotic

HeaspiresforaprosperousKafiraandadvocatesforunityamongallcitizens.Hetells



25

Boss,“No,yourexcellency,weshallnotshootyou.Kafiraneedseachoneofus,you

included.”(pg73)

Friendly/Sociable/Understanding

HehitsitoffwiththeotherprisonerwithwhomheenactstheepisodeofPilateand

JesusfromtheBible.

HeeasilymakesfriendswithMoseseinprison.Theyquicklyfindthattheyhavealotto

talkaboutbecausetheyarelikemindedasfarastheadministrationofKafirais

concerned.

Heempathizeswiththeoldcoupleandwishestoallowthemtocarryouttheirshaving

ceremony.

Secretive/cautious

HedoesnotletoutthesecretthatMuliliallowedMustafatoescapeacrosstheborder.

WhenMosesetellshimaboutthecircumstancesthatbroughthimtoprison,theevents

ofAdika’sfuneral,JeredoesnotletMoseseknowthatheknowsJusper

Daring

HeisunperturbedbythethreatsdirectedtohimbyAskari.WhenAskaritellshim,“……I

havekilledamanonceinthisverycell,hereplies,congratulations!Howdidyou

manage?”(pg30)

Intelligent/Cunning/clever/tactful

HeandMoseseclearlycarryoutapalacecouptoexposethevillainslikeMuliliinthe

government.

HesaystheyhavenointentionsofgettingridofBossbecausetheywanttheacttobe’A

mirrorthatwillreflecttherealfacesofKafira’sfrontmen.’

HecomparestheprisondepartmentwithMeteorologicalDepartmentwhichconfuses

thepublicbygivingcontradictoryinformation.

Philosophical

AfterobservingMosese’sreverie,Jereaptlysummarizesthestateofthesocietythus,

“Whenthemadnessoanentirenationdisturbsasolitarymind,itisnotenoughtosay

themanismad.’

Mosese’sbehaviorisaresultofwhattheauthorityhasputitscitizenthrough-thatis,

oppressiontothepointofmadness.

Roles

i)Heplaysasignificantroleinthedevelopmentoftheplotofthestory.
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ii)Heenhancesthecharacterofothercharactersintheplay.Forinstance,throughhim,

theAskariisportrayedasbrutalandintimidating.

iii)Severalthemeshavebeenbroughtoutusinghim,forinstancethethemesofself-

sacrificeandoppression.

iv)Heisusedbythewritertohighlightseveralstylisticdevicessuchasplaywithinaplay,

suspenseandbiblicalallusion.

JUSPERWENDO

Heisaphilosophystudentattheuniversity.HeisthesonofDogaandNina.Hisbrother

Adikawasshotdeadduringademonstrationheldbytheuniversitystudents.Hecanbe

describedas;

Arrogant/disrespectful

Juspertalksarrogantlytopeoplewhodonotmakesensetohim.Hetalksbackat

Tumboregardlessofhispowerfuloffice.Heopenlyshowshisdisrespectbytalking

negativelyabouttheevilsofthegovernment.Atsomepoint,Tumbothinksheisdrunk.

Vengeful/vindictive

HekillsChagaga,thesub-chief\sbrotherwhoalsokilledAdika,hisbrother.Heshoots

Muliliforhavingcausedallthepainandsufferinginthesociety.Heisover-excitedthat

theyhavesuccessfullycarriedoutthecoup.

HevowstoavengethekillingofhisbrotherAdika.HetellsRegina,“Iwillgetmyrevenge

someday,evenifitmeansdoingitalone.”(pg33)

Sarcastic

WhenaskedbyTumbowhatachievementheisgoingtohighlightintheplaymeantfor

entertainingthevisitingheadofstate,hesays,“thenumberofexpatriateprofessionals

hadsteadilyincreasedovertheyear,signifyingthefullextentofourpotentialprogress….”

(pg

Ontheissueofnamechanging,hesays,“butthereisnothingwrongwiththat.Changing

namesisitemnumberthreeinthenewdevelopmentplan,isn’tit?Infact,Bosshimself

gaveusafineexamplewhenhesubstitutedhisChristiannamewithsomethingnoneof

uscanpronounce.’(pg40)

AfterbeingtoldbyTumbothathehaswonthenonexistentplaywritingcompetition,he

remarksthatoutoftenplayssubmitted,hiscamefirstandthattheotherentrieshaveof

coursebeen

returnedtotheirauthors.(pg49)

Open/Outspoken/candid
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Jusperspeakshismindwhenhefindshisparentsatthegraveside;heopenlyconfesses

havingkilledsomeone.Ninathinksheisdrunkandonlytofindoutlaterthatheactually

killedChagaga.

WhenaskedbyTumbohowmuchbeerhedrinksheretortsthatitisasmuchashe

(Tumbo)drankoffthepocketmoneyhegotduringhisuniversitydays.

Hetalkstothepresidentcandidlyashegiveshimasummaryofhisplay.Heisnot

afraidtorevealtohimthathehaswrittentheplay.

Intelligent/creative

Jusperisauniversitystudent.Heisalsoaplaywrightwhodepictsthesocietysoclearly

thatpublishersdreadpublishinghiswork.Heisabletotrickthepresidenttoprovidereal

gunssothathecanfindachancetoavengethedeathsofhisparentsandbrother.He

alsosucceedsintrickingTumboandtakingadvantageofinefficiency.Hewritesan

ingeniousplaythatdeceivesTumbocompletely.

Stubborn

Jusperrefusestoremovehisredgowndespitehisgirlfriend’snagging.Shesaysit

makeshimappeardangerous.Studentsarealwaystreatedsuspiciouslywheneverthey

putthemonbutheisreadytofacetheconsequences.HeisunapologetictoTumbofor

wearingit.

Roles

i)Majoreventsintheplayrevolvearoundhim

ii)HisexperiencesexposetheBoss’regime.

iii)HisbrotherAdikaisbrutallymurderedduringastudent’sdemonstration.Heis

arrestedwhenherevengeshisbrother’skillingandisreleasedinexchangeforhis

parent’smurder.

iv)Hisunstablestateofmindpointstoanindividualwhohasundergonebothphysical

andemotionaltrauma.

v)Hehighlightsthethemesofsuffering,disillusionment,betrayalandself-sacrifice.The

writerhasusedJuspertohighlightaspectsofstylesuchasplaywithinaplay,allusion

andsatire.

MULILI

Muliliisanex-soldierandnowafarmer.HeiscousintoBossandisamemberofthe

visitor’sentertainmentcommittee.
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Unfeeling/inhuman/Callous

HemakesfunofDogaandNina’ssorrowduetothelossoftheirsonandforbidsthem

tocarryouttheshavingceremonyatthegraveside.EvenwhenNinathreatenstostrip

nakedinprotest,atraditionalcurse,Muliliasks,“....HowmanynakedbodyIhaveseen

andIamstillMuliliwithmytwoeyes,natural?”(pg9)

HeisinsensitivetoDoga’sfeelingsthatDogafinallytellshim,“.....mayyoudietheway

Adikadid.”(pg10)

HehasDoga,NinaandKabitokilledincold-blood.

HedeclaresthatthereisnoreasonwhyBossshouldnotbekilled.

Disrespectful

Heshowsdisrespectfortheeldercouple(DogaandNina)whenhedaresNinatogo

aheadandstripaftershehadthreatenedtodoso.Hesayshehasseenmanynaked

bodiesandheisstillMuliliwithtwoeyes,natural.(pg9)

Vengeful/Vindictive

HebearsagrudgeagainstKabitobecausehefeelsbelittledbyKabitowhomhealleges

hascalledhimaprimaryschoolkid.Asifthatisnotenough,hegoesaheadtotelllies

aboutKabitotoBossleadingtohiselimination.

HethreatensJereforfailingtoenforcetheinstructionstheyhadtopreventDogaand

Ninafromcarryingouttheirlateson’sshavingceremony.ThisactlandsJereinprison

Corrupt

BeingBoss’cousinheispromisedmanyacresoflandandgradecattle.Hewilltherefore

doanythingtoensurehegetsthis.

Whenthetenderforthesupplyofmilktotheuniversityisawardedtosomebodyelse

(Kabito),MulilireportstoBosswhorevokesitandgivesittohim.Muliligoesontohave

KabitokilledafterlyingtoBossthatKabitohadmalignedhisnameHeallowsafugitive,

Mustafa,toescapeacrosstheborder.

Comical/funny

HisungrammaticalEnglishmakeshimafunnycharacterprovokinglaughterinthe

readereverytimehespeaks.Forexample,inreferencetoDoga’sstatementthatan

innocentmanisinprisonbecauseofAdika,Mulilisays,Thatnomatter,hegoagainst

lawandorder,tellusnewthingormakeclearoutofhere.Youaretrespasser.’(pg10)

WhenNinasaysthattheydonotwanttobeshownletterbecausetheirhopehasbeen

killed,Mulilitellsthem,“Yourpeoplefullofprimitive;insteadgoingtofindhowtheother

is,theycomesandgetsstickwithdeadone.”(pg10)

Hemixesupsimplesayings.Forexample,whenhecomeslateforthemeetingofthe

entertainmentcommitteethatispreparingfortheheadofstate,hetellstheother,
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“Gentlemen,Iamverysorrowful,butIalwayssay,betterneverthanlate’(pg54)When

tellingBossaboutKabito,hesays,‘Theone,hebeagreengrassinthesnake.’(pg59)

Hequicklychangesthingshehadsaidtosuithimself.Forinstance,hereportsthat

Kabitodiedinanaccidentbecausehewasdrivingwhileundertheinfluenceofalcohol.

Nicodemoasks,“Hisbreathdidyousay?”Heretreats,“whosaidbreathIsaidhisbody

smelledwhiskies?”(pg63)

Shorttempered/temperamental

Mulilifallsoutwithpeopleonmanyoccasionsbecauseofhisshorttemper.Forexample,

whenDogapleadswithhimtolethimcarryonwiththeshavingceremony,heloseshis

temper.

Ninagetsangrywithhimandthreatenstostripnaked,butheisnotmoved.

DogacurseshimtodielikeAdikabutheresponds,“.....youtellhimmeIamamanwith

actionnotwords,comeontell......”(pg10)

MuliliabusesKabitoagoatwhenthelatterrefusestoapologisetohim(pg57)

Sycophant/fanatical

Hedoesallhecantopleasetheauthority(Boss).Forexample,hedoesnotagreewith

JeretoletDogaandNinaperformtheshavingceremonyfortheirlatesonevenwhen

Jerefeelstheycanallowthecoupletodoitundersupervision.

Heisveryproudofhavingundeservinglywonthemilktender.ThisisbecauseheisBoss’

cousin.Heisimpressedbythewayhegotthetender.“WhathappentoMr.Mulilitender

supplyformilk?......Youknows,whoisspeaking!Iit’sme,Bosshimselfandnobloody

vice-deputy.”(pg54)

HedoeseverythingtoimpressBossandmakehimthinkheisloyal.Heevensuggests

thatpeopleshouldgoonholidayduringthevisitbytheforeignheadofstate,sothat

everyonecanlineupalongtheroadtoreceivehim.Thisisagainstlogicbecause,

accordingtoKabito,thisisthefinaltermandmostschoolchildrenwillbesittingtheir

examsandcannotaffordtolineupalongtheroad.

Hewasasoldierandnowafarmerbutstillinsistonbeingpartoftheauthority.For

example,hehastheaudacitytocriticizeuniversitylecturersforallegedlygoingagainst

policy.Healsosaysthatuniversitystudentsshouldco-operatewiththegovernment

because,“Wepaysfortheirfees,wepaysfortheirluxury,wegivethemallnecessary,

whoarethey?”(pg56)

Whenhegoesfortherehearsal,hetellsBoss,“Yes,yourexcellent.Isaymyself:goand

be

withcousinasheseesthefinalone.”(pg69)

Roles

MulilisymbolizestheexcessesofBoss;-



30

Heisportrayedascruel,greedy,vengefulanddictatorial.Tumbosaysofhim,‘themost

oftheadvisersisthatofhis,Mulili.”(pg44)

ThroughhimthecharacterofJereisbroughtoutaprincipledwhenthelatteramidst

Mulili’sobjectionsinsiststhatAdika’sshavingceremonywillproceedasscheduled.

Heenhancesthethemesofmisuseofpower,corruptionandself-preservation.The

writerhaseffectivelyemployeduseofhumourthroughMulili.

TUMBO

TumboisagovernmentofficialandaconfidantofBoss,theHeadofstate.Heis

Regina’slandlordandchairmanofthecommitteechargedwiththeresponsibilityof

organizingentertainmentforthevisitingofheadofstate.Despitehislimitededucation,

hehasmanagedtoacquirewealthandenjoysimmenseinfluenceowingtohisclose

associationtotheBoss.

Hypocritical/insincere

HeisabeneficiaryofBoss’governmentyetgivenanopportunityhecriticizeshisregime

andthoseworkingforit.AboutMulilihesays,“Thatiswhyheretiredfromthearmy.

Untilpeoplelikehimareout,itisdangeroustoseemtodothingsdifferentlyinKafira.’

(pg44-45)

Corrupt

Hesaysthathewouldnothaveacquiredtheblocksofbuildingshehasifhehad

‘dependedoemptytalk’liketheuniversitystudentswhohefeelstalktoomuch.Hesays,

‘youwerebornaloneandwhenyoudie,youwilldiealone....”Thisimpliesthathehas

usedfraudulentmeanstoacquireproperty.

HepretendstobeasocialistwhenheoffersJusperthechancetowritetheplayto

entertainthevisitingheadofstate.Hesays,‘Yousee,thewholeprogramhascostthe

governmentsomequarterofamillionshillings.Infact,Ihadamindofwritingtheplay

myself,butIthoughtbetterofit......eatandleteat.’(pg44)

Hesaysasumofmoneyhasbeenallocatedforaplay-writingcompletionbuthedoes

notorganisethecompetition.InsteadhegivestheopportunitytoJusper,ofthesix

hundredpoundsmeanttofinancethecompetition,hegivesonethirdtoJusperand

Reginaandsaystherest‘willbeusedtoputrecordsstraight’(pg49)

Sycophantic

Hehassecuredhisplaceintheentertainmentcommitteebyvirtueofhisunflinching

supportforthegovernment.Hetellstheothercommitteemembers,“Itrust,gentlemen,

thatyouknowwhyyouareinthiscommittee.Youwerenominatedforonereason,your

unflinchingsupportofourgovernment(pg52-53)
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Cowardly

Hedoesnotliveuptowhathebelievesin.Hestronglybelievesthatuntilpeoplelike

Muliliareoutofthegovernment,‘Itisdangeroustoseemtodothingsdifferentlyin

Kafira.”(Pg44-45)

HeconvincesReginatogoandseeBosseventhoughheknowswellBoss’weaknessfor

women.WhenReginaishesitant,hetellsher,‘Wecan’taffordtomakehimangryatthis

stage.’(pg46)

WhenKabitoiseliminatedandJusperinsistsonstandingfortruthandjusticeevenifit

willcosthimanotheryearattheuniversity,Tumbotellshim.‘ifyouknewwhathas

happenedtooneofusatthecommittee,Iamsureyouwouldpostponeyoureagerness

tostandbytruthandjustice.’(pg62)

Ignorant/inefficient/careless

HedoesnotknowwhoSoyinkais.Hethinksheisaprimeministerofacertaincountry

hepurportstohaveforgotten.Heeveninsistsheisapolitician.

HedoesnotrealizethattheachievementJuspersayswillhehighlightedintheplayis

meanttoportraythegovernmentthatTumboservesinbadlight.

Mosesesaysthatitisoutofhisinefficiencythattheyareabletocarryoutthepalace

coup.s

Gullible

HeplayedalongtoMosese,JereandJusper’splottobringdownBoss.Mosesesays

thatitwaslargelythroughhisinefficiencythattheyachievedtheirobjective.(pg74)

JusperisabletoconvincehimthatheisRegina’scousin.

Illiterate

WhenJuspertellshimthathedrinksasmuchashe(Tumbo)drankoffthepocket

moneyhegotduringhisuniversitydays,avisiblyembarrassedTumboattemptsto

justifyhislimitededucationbyclaimingthatthoughhequalifiedforuniversityadmission,

hesoldthescholarshipsincehisfamilywaspoor(pg41)

Roles

Tumbocontributessignificantlytothedevelopmentoftheplotoftheplay;

i)BeingBoss’confidanthecomesoutasamajorbeneficiaryofBoss’regime.

ii)Towardstheendoftheplay,heconfessesthathewastrainedbutgiventhewrongjob.

Thisaspectportrayshimassycophantic.

iii)ItisthroughhisinefficiencythattheplotbyMosese,JusperandJeretotoppleBoss
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succeeds.

iv)Throughhim,wegettoknowJusper’scharacterasdaringandoutspokenandRegina

astrusting.

v)Healsohighlightsthethemesoffear,self-preservationandmisuseofpower.

vi)Throughhimseveralaspectsofstylehavebeeneffectivelyusedbythewriter.They

includeforeshadow,satire,playwithinaplayandsuspense.

BOSS

HeisthepresidentofKafiraandcousintoMulili.Heplaystheroleofthechiefofstaffin

therehearsal.HiswifeiscalledMercedes.

Authoritative/over-strict

Bossleadsthecountrywithanironfist.Hewantseverythingtogohiswayandcannot

standanyonewhoappearstoblockhisordersanddecisionsandhecannotbrook

dissent.Hehassignedthedeathwarrantsofverymanyinnocentpeopleincluding

Kabito,Adika,DogaandNina.

HewarnsJusperagainststudents’protestsduringtherehearsal.Heevenbragsof

havinggiventhreehundredjobstoexpatriatesjusttoproveapointtotheprotesters.

Corrupt

AccordingtoMulili,Bosshasacquiredalotofwealthandbankedthemoneyinforeign

accounts.WhenMulilitellshimthatKabitowasspreadingsuchallegationsheshouts,

“whogavehimthatinformation,justhowmuchdoesKabitoknowaboutme?”(pg59).

Thisseemstoconfirmhiscorruptnature.HeordersthatthetenderawardedtoKabito

berevokedandgoventoMulili.Bossisalsonotoriousfornepotism.Heassigns

powerfulpositionstohisuneducatedandinexperiencedkinsmeninordertosecurehis

interests.Healsogivesjobstoexpatriatesinreturnforforeigndonationsandfunding.

Hedemandsthatprisonersstageaplayfortheguestpresidentinordertoportray

nationalunityandtheinvolvementofprisonersinnationalmatters.Hedoesthisto

makeanimpressionthatwouldattractfunding.

ThroughMuliliwegettolearnthathehasstashedhugeamountsofmoneyinforeign

accountswhichhasbroughtdowntheeconomyofKafira.

Temperamental/impatient/cruel/brutal

Reginasaysthatbossisreportedtohaveashorttemper.TumbosaysthatBossis

knowntomakehastydecisionsandstandbythem.WheninstructingMulilitogetridof

Kabito,heimpatientlyordersMulilioutofthepalace.TumbosaysthatwhenBossis

angryhedoesnotdifferentiatebetweenahumanbeingandarat.Healsoreferstohim

asananimal.
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Proud/conceited

Hesaysthatstudentsdonotunderstandwhattruthandjusticeis.Hesaysthattheir

protestagainstforeignexpatriatesledtothedeathofastudentleaderandthe

imprisonmentofalecturer.

Toputthemintheirplace,hebringsinthreehundredmoreexpatriatepersonneljustto

provehispoint.Hesaysthatfiveofthemarehisownpersonalappointments.

Immoral/amorous

HehasaridiculousweaknessforwomenaccordingtoTumbo.Healsoattemptstorape

Reginawhoisforcedtoescapebyjumpingatenfoothighwindow.

Incompetent/inefficient

Hereliesonhearsayandpropagandatoruntheaffairsofthestate.Headmitsthat

Kabitohasbeenoneofhisloyalservants.Heallowsprisonerstohandlefirearmsduring

therehearsalwhichtheyusetostagethepalacecoup.

Vengeful/Vindictive

Heisaversetocriticism.HeordersthekillingofKabitosinceitisallegedthathe(Kabito)

raisedseriousallegationsabouthisintegrity.HetellsJusperthatsincetheuniversity

studentsquestionedhisappointmentofexpatriatepersonnel,justtoputthemintheir

place,heordersthreehundredmoreexpatriatepersonnel.

Gullible

HefallsforMosese,Jere,andJusper’strickandorderstheguardstosurrendertheir

gunstobeusedasprops.

Suspicious

HehasdeliberatelyputMuliliontheentertainmentcommitteetoreportdirectlytohimif

somethingshouldseemtobegoingwrong.HesuspectsTumboofbeingbehind

Kabito’sactiontodiscredithim.‘Tumbomusthaveahandinthis’(pg59)

ROLES

i.BossisthearchitectofthemisruleinKafira.

ii.HehasallowedhisadviserssuchasMulilitounleashterrortoinnocentcivilians.

iii.Heisacentralcharactersincetheeventsinthestorycentrearoundhismisrule.
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iv.HebringsoutthecharacterofMuliliasvindictivewhenMuliliconvinceshimonthe

needtoeliminateKabito.HealsohelpsbringsoutthecharacterofTumboas

sycophantic.

v.Thoughhimseveralthemesarehighlightedsuchasmisuseofpower,betrayal,and

socialinjustice.

vi.Heenhancesseveralstylisticdevicessuchasplaywithinaplay,suspense,satireand

symbolism.

ASKARI

HeisaprisonwarderandismandatedtokeepwatchoverJereandMosese.

Cruel/intimidating

EventhoughJerewasonceasoldierlikehim,hethreatenstoteachhimalessonortwo

ifJerecallshimhisfriendagain.HealsowarnsJerethathehasoncekilledamanin

thatverycell

Hypocritical

HetellsJerethattheyaregivingconsiderationtohisfuture‘despitehiscontributionto

thenationalheadache.’HepretendstobedoingJereafavourandsaysheshouldbe

fillinginformsforhisrehabilitation.

Hesaysthatexpertshavetobecalledintogivemeaningtodatacollectedinthevarious

researchcentresthatthegovernmenthasputupandwhichshowthatrehabilitationof

prisonersisinvaluable.Hegoesaheadtosaythatthisisnotthetypeofwork‘anyof

theselocalpretenderswouldhandle.’(pg17)

MOSESE

Heisaformeruniversitylecturerwhoislaterimprisonedforcriticizingtherulingelite.

Friendly/sociable

HeeasilymakesfriendswithJereinprison.HealsoshareshisviewswithJere.For

example,whenJeretellshimthathewasasoldierbeforehecametofacetofacewith

reality,Mosesetellshimthatfirehasalwaysbeenthere.(pg22)

HeexplainstoJerethereasonhehadchangedhisname–anillegaldrugwasplanted

onhimbyamanbearingthesamenameashim(Nicodemus)leadingtohis

imprisonment.

Intelligent/observant

Hewasauniversitylecturer.Heisalsoabletoseethroughtheschemethatthe

authoritieshave.TheyintendtouseprisonerstoactaplaytoentertainavisitingHeadof
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statetosymbolizenationalunityandthereforebuildconfidenceinthevisitorto

encouragehimtoinvestmoreinKafira.

TogetherwithJereandJusper,heintelligentlycarriesoutapalacecoup.

Principled

Initially,herefusestoparticipateinaplaytobeperformedforthevisitingheadofstate.

“Iwillnotbendsolow.”(pg26).‘Icannotdoit.Amongmyfriends,thatwouldbe

equivalenttokneelinginfrontofBossandpleadingformercy.’(pg27)

HischangeofnamewasinfluencedbyBossdecisiontochangehis.Hechangedhis

namesincethemanwhoplantedadrugonhimtoimplicatehimsharedanamewith

him(Nicodemus)(pg25)

Selfless

EventhoughheisnotrelatedtoAdikawhoisjustoneamonghismanystudents,he

protestshiskillingandfightsinjusticebuttherewardforhiseffortwasimprisonment.

Daring

TogetherwithJusperandJereheagreestotakepartinapotentiallydangerousplotto

bringdownBossthroughaplaymeantforentertainingthevisitingheadofstate.The

planmaynotworkhencetheymaybelabelledtraitors.

Sceptical/Hopeless/pessimistic

Afterbeingsenttoprisonontrumpedupcharges,helosesfaithinthefreedomofKafira.

Whentoldthatthereleaseofsixhundredprisonerswilldependonhisparticipationin

theplaytoentertainthevisitingheadofstate,itonlymakeshimfeellikeheisbetraying

whathebelievesin.Hefeelsitwouldbelikekneelingdown‘infrontofBossandpleading

formercy’forsomethinghehasnotdone.(pg28)

HedoesnotbelieveintheBibleteachingsthatJereseemstobelievein.Forexample,he

says,‘ThatiswhyIdon’tbelieveinsuchcrapasthelastshallbefirst,andblessedare

thepoorfortheyshallinheritthekingdomofheaven!.....”(pg28)

WhenJeretellshimthatthingswillchange,hesays,‘......thatiswhyIprefertowaitand

see.Iwillstayhereandremainloyaltomyprinciples.(pg28)

Roles

i.MosesehelpshighlighttheplightoftheeducatedeliteinKafira.

ii.Boss’regimeseemstodeliberatelypersecuteuniversitylectureslikeMoseseand

universitystudent’swhomheperceivesashismostpotentcritics.Moseseisarrested

andimprisonedforprotestingthemistreatmentofthefamilyofhislatestudent(Adika)
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duringthefuneral,weepinginpublicismadeillegalfortheacademicstaff.

iii.Throughhim,thecharacterofAskariisbroughtoutasbrutalandinhuman.

iv.Hehelpsdevelopamongotherthemesthethemesofselflessnessandmisuseof

power.

v.Healsohighlightsplaywithinaplay,satireandsuspenseamongotherstylistic

devices.

REGINA

SheissisterofMoseseandJusperWendo’sgirlfriend.Herconcernforherbrotherand

boyfriendisresponsibleforherconfrontationalnature.ShepleadswithJusperaswell

asMosesetoco-opertatewiththeauthorities.

Fearful/cowardly

SheissoafraidofthelaiddownrulesthatshedemandsthatJusperremovesthered

gownasitmakeshimappeardangerous.Shefearsthathemightbekilledforbeinga

‘redguard’

ShepleadswithJuspernottotalkofrevengeforthedeathofhisparentsandbrother.

Shesays,‘Jusper,youpromised.Youpromisedtobeagoodboy.Doyounowtalkof

revenge?”(pg33)

Juspertellsherthatsheseemstohavelostherfightingspiritlikeeveryoneelseinthe

street.

Principled

SherefusestosuccumbtoBoss’compromisingdemandsandescapesbyjumpingfrom

atenfoothighwindow.

Trusting

ShebelievesthatTumbowillspeaktoBossonherbehalf.Sheisconvincedthatboss

willreplacethepoliticalprisonerstomarkthevisitofforeignheadofstate.

WhenJusperasksher,‘doyouthinkhemeansit?”sheresponds,‘hedoes.Hesayshe

willbeinchargeofthewholethinghimself.Anddon’tforgetheisBoss’righthandman.’

(pg37)

ROLES

i.ReginahighlightsmajorproblemsaffectingKafira,whichisadisillusionedcitizenry.

ii.SheberatesherboyfriendJusperforbeingcriticalofBoss,Accordingtoher,nothing

goodwillcomeoutofJusper’scontinuedantagonismtowardsthegovernment.Sheis

willingtoallowthestatusquotoremainoutoffearforthewell-beingofherlovedones.
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iii.ShepleadswithJuspertostophisagitation,pointingoutthatJusperandherbrother

Mosesearetheonlypeopleshehasinthisworld,butMosesewasinandthatleftJusper

toeitherbuildordestroyher.(pg32)

iv.Shebringsthecharacterofastraitorous.Outpdgoodwillsheagreestomeethim

onlyforBosstotrytorapeher.

v.ShealsobringsputtheportrayalofJusperasprincipledandselfless.Throughher,the

authorsuccessfullybringsoutthethemesofbetrayal,sexualimmoralityandmisuseof

power.Theauthor’seffectiveuseofstylisticdevicessuchassatireandhumourcanalso

beattributedtoher.

DOGA

HeisNina’shusbandandfathertoJusperandthelaterAdika.

Suspicious

DogabelievesthattheindividualresponsibleforthedeathoftheirsonAdikalives

amongthem.HissuspicionisraisedbyevidenceonAdika’sgrave.(pg1)

Forthright/open/candid

Hetellshiswifetocalmdownwhensheactsnervousabouttheviolationoftheirlate

son’sgraveandsays,’Whatsortofamotherareyou?

Healsodisagreeswithhiswifeaboutinformingthesub-chiefaboutthecrackonthe

grave.Hecan’timagineinformingthesub-chiefbecauseitishisbrotherwhokilledhis

son.

Hewouldrathercheattheancestorsthanfollowprotocolofawickedgovernment.

HealsocurseMuliliwhenheprovesadamantaboutallowingthemtocarryonwiththe

shavingceremony.Hetellshim,‘MayyoudiethewayAdikadid.’(pg10)

Optimistic

HebelievesthatJusperisOkaywhereheis.‘Jusperisalrightwhereheis.‘(pg2)

Perceptive

HeisabletoidentifyJereasKaleka’ssondespitethelaterwearingacap.(pg9)

Dishonest

Heisdeterminedtocoverupanyevilonhisson’sgravebyfillingthecrackonthegrave

withsoilsothattheshavingceremonycangoon.

Stubborn/determined

Heisdeterminedtohavehislateson’sshavingceremonygoondespitethepleasfrom
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hiswifethatpeoplemightboycotttheceremonyiftheyknewaboutthecrackinthe

grave.

Grateful/appreciative

HeisgratefultoJereforinformingthemaboutthewhereaboutsofJusper.Asaformof

gratitudeheoffershimapocketbible.‘Kaleka’sson,Ihavenothingtogiveyou,(handing

himapocketbible)takethis.’(pg12)

Rational/realistic

Hetellshiswifethattheyneednottocrysincetearsarefortheyoungandtheirown

wellsaredry.

Devoted/religious

Hisdevotioniddepictedbythesonghesingswithhiswifeandtheprayerhesayswith

her.Lateron,hegivesJereabible.

NINA

SheisDoga’swifeandmothertoJusperandthelateAdika.

Motherly/concerned

Shemournsthedeathofhersonandwonderswhypeoplewouldkillhim.Sheisheart

brokenbythepeoplewhocometointerferewithhisgraveandshecannotstandit.

Thedeathofhersonsendsherintomourning.ShebegsMulilitoallowthemtoallow

themtocarryonwiththeshavingceremony.

SheisconcernedaboutthewhereaboutsofJusperwhenshefindsthatheisnot

guardingthegrave.

Emotional

Sheweepsbesidesherson’sgrave

Determined/daring

WhenMulilirefusestoallowhertocarryouttheshavingceremony,shethreatensto

stripnakedandcausehimblindness.

Honest

Shefeelsthattheevildonetoherson;sgraveshouldnotbehidden.Accordingtoher,

onecannotoutwittheirancestors.Shesuggeststoherhusbandthattheyreporttheevil

tothesub-chief.‘Itwouldbewrongforustositonthisevil.’(pg3)
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Religious

ShetellsherhusbandthattheyneedtocommitthedayonGod’shands.Theysingand

latersheinvokesaprayer.

Fearful

SheisconcernedabouthersonJusper’ssafetywhentheyfailtofindhimatAdika’s

grave.‘Butwhereishenow?Doga,myheartfailsme.(pg2)

STYLEANDLANGUAGE

SATIRE

Satireisaformofwritingwhereanindividualorsocietyisridiculedorwherethe

foolishnessofanidea,practiceorcustomisshown.It’saformofcriticismofvices

throughorbyuseofhumour.

Thewriterportraystheevilsofthesocietyinaratherhumorousway.Fromthe

beginningoftheplay,hedepictsthegovernmentasinsensitivetotheneedsofitsown

people.Adikaisshotdeadbythesub-chief’sbrotherforleadingademonstrationagainst

theemploymentofmanyexpatriates.Chagagaisjailedandlaterreleasedbecausehe

shotAdikain‘self-defence’otherthanlistentotheprotestofthepeopleandconsider

theirdemands;thegovernmentexecutesthosewhoopposeitsideas.

GovernmentofficialssuchasAskariandMuliliaresatirisedfortheircruelty.Theyhave

littleregardforhumanlife.AskarimistreatsprisonersunderhiswatchsuchasJere.He

repeatedlythreatensJereandeveninformshimthathehaskilledamanintheverycell

Jereisin.Mulilihasnoqualmstakingawayhumanlife.

MuliliandBosshavebeensatirizedforbeingtraitorous.Bossbetraysthetrustbestowed

onhimbyhissubjects.Insteadofbeingaservantleader,hehasbecomeatyrant.A

peacefuldemonstrationbyuniversitystudentsisviolentlydispersedleadingtothedeath

ofastudent;Adika.Insteadofsecuringjobsforthecitizensofhiscountryhehas

resortedtoimportationofexpatriates.Hisleadershipisalsocharacterizedby

intimidation,assassinationandcorruption.MuliliisabeneficiaryofBoss’misrule.

Ironically,whentablesareturnedonBossbyJere,JusperandMosese,hebetraysBoss

andblameshimfortheillsinKafiraaswellasforkillingKabito.HeurgesJeretoKill

Boss.

Tumboagovernmentofficial’sinefficiencyissatirized.Heuseshispositiontobenefit

himself.Heclaimsthatthereasonhenevergotpropereducationisthathisparents

werepoorandsohesoldhisscholarship.Hefailsinhisdutytosetupawriting

competition,feignsignorancethatittookplaceandgivestheopportunitytoJusperwho

grabsittoturnagainstthepresidentandhiscronies.WhenhevisitsRegina,Tumbo

sendsJusperforbeerclaimingthatitistoughbeingagovernmentofficial.Whenwedo

notquiteseewhatistoughinhislineofduty.
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TumboishappywhenJusperhighlightsintheplaytheinfluxofexpatriateisasignof

potentialprogress.Muliliissatirisedforbeinginsensitivetotherightsofchildren.He

suggeststhatduringtheheadofstate’svisit,allchildrenandadultsshouldlineupon

theroadtowelcomethevisitordespitethefactthatit’sthefinaltermandmostofthe

childrenwillbesittingforexams.

IRONY

SITUATIONALIRONY

AfterthedeathofAdika,Jusperwentwildsingingsongsofvengeanceandasaresult

heistakenawaybyagentsofthegovernmenttobecooleddown.Hewassaidtobe

dangeroustopeacelovingpeople.Itisironicalthatwhenhewasbroughtbackafter

threemonths,hehasinsteadworsenedandpeoplesaidhewasmad.(pg4-5)

Inprison,oneisnotallowedtotalktoomuch.Itdoesn’tpaytotalkalot.Itisironicalthat

askaritakesgreatexceptiontoMosese’ssilenceandtriestoforcehimtotalk.Duetothe

factthattheprisonauthoritiesknowMoseseasbeingtalkativetheywillnotallowhimto

keepquietanddemandthatheexplainswhatheiskeepingquietabout.

Itisironicalthatthoughwhileinprisononeisexpectedtoshowconsistencyof

characterandamarketimprovement,onecannotaffordtosticktoone’sprinciple’s

otherwisehewillneverleavejail.

AccordingtoJere,thecharacterinthePilatestory(hisfellowinmate)didnotwanttobe

PilateandinsteadinsistedonbeingJesus.Thesaidcharacterdidnotknowthatbeing

JesusmeantreceivingcanesandwhenJerecanedhim,hewailedandJerewas

subsequentlypunished(itwasaneyeforaneyeandatoothforatooth)(pg23)

ItisironicalthatitwilltakeastatevisitortohavepoliticalprisonersreleasedinKafira.

Jeretellsaskarithatinnocencecanbeanoffence.Thisstatementisgivencredenceby

thefactthatJereandMoseseareinprison,notbecauseofcommittinganoffencebut

standingforthetruth.

Tumbosaysthatasumofmoneyhasbeenallocatedforaplay-writingcompetitionand

addsthatthedemocraticpartofitisthatanyonehastoparticipateyetinactualsense,

thereisnocompetition.HegoesaheadtopronounceJusperasthewinnerofthenon-

existencecompetition.NewsofJusper’swimwillbeinthepapersthefollowingweek.

It’sironicalthatTumbowillnotacceptthesuggestionthatthevisitingheadofstate

visitstheupcountrytoseetheprogressinagriculturedespitethefactthattheheadof

stateofferedtechniciansforthesaidprogress.

Kabito’sattackonthegovernmentthatMuliliandhislikeschokeKafiraisironicalsince

heisamajorbeneficiaryofthesystem.Hisappointmenttotheentertainment
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committeeisrewardforhisloyaltytoBoss.Itisalsoironicalthatbypointingoutthe

truth,heisaccusedofsowingseedsofdiscordamongtheotherpeople.Accordingto

Boss,greyhairsymbolizeswisdom.Itisthereforeironicthatheisdeterminedtoremove

allstrandsofgreyhair,claimingthataleadershouldhavegreyhair.(pg58)

DRAMATICIRONY

AsJusperenters,Dogahidesbehindthebush.TheaudienceaswellasNinaisawakeof

Doga’swhereaboutsbutJusperisnot.

JusperasksTumboifhehadcometoseehis(Jusper’s)cousin,Thereadersaswellas

JusperknowthatReginaisthegirlfriendtoJusperandnothiscousinbutTumbo

doesn’t.

MuliliisnotawarethatTumboandNicodemoarealreadyawareofKabito’sdeath.

TumbotellsNicodemo,“Herehecomes.Rememberweknownothing.’(enterMulili)(pg

62)

Boss,TumboandMuliliarenotawareoftheplotbyMosese,Jere,andJuspertotopple

Bosswhoisdupedintoorderingtheguardstosurrendertheirgunstobeusedduring

thefinalrehearsaloftheplay.Thereadersontheotherhandareawakeoftheplotby

thethree.

IMAGERY

Thewriterhasemployedtheuseoffigurativelanguageintheplay.Metaphorsand

simileshavebeenusedasfollows;

I. Similes

“Hewasslaughteredlikeagoat.”ThisshowhowAdikawaskilledmercilessly.While

referringtothisco-actorinthePilatestory,Jeresaysofhim.‘hewailedlikeawomanin

adeathhome’(pg23)Thisisapointerofthecowardiceoftheindividual.

WhilereferringtotheterrorinflictedonthecitizensbyBossandhishenchmen,Jusper

tellsRegina,theycomequietlywhenyouareleastexpectingandbeforeyourealizeit,

theyhavepouncedonyoulikehungryleopards.’(pg32)

Juspergoesontosay,“Idefendedhisremainslikeaman.’(pg34)Thisshowshis

determinationandbraveryinensuringthathisbrother’sgravewasnotdesecrated.

II. Metaphor

MulilitellsJere,“BigcowardJere,youawoman’(pg10)TheimplicationhereisthatJere

isacowardforsympathisingwithNinaandDoga.

JuspertellsRegina,“Adikadiedforthetruth......hewaskilledforaskingwhetherornot

wewereontherighttrain’(pg34).JusperhereisadvertingthatAdikadiedfor
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questioninghowthecountrywasbeinggoverned.TumbotellsJusperthatthereisa

goodpotatointheworktheyareabouttodoinreferencetomoney.

MulilireferstoJereaschickenhearted(pg44)

ALLUSION

Allusionreferstoreferencetosomethingorsomeoneelsewithoutthecontextofagiven

text.

ThewritermakesseveralallusionsinreferencetotheBible.WhenJerecaneshiscell

mateastheyactoutthepartofJesusChristandPilate,hefindshimselfintroublewhen

thecellmatecriesout.Heisstrippednakedandcaned.Hetellsthemitwasacaseofan

eyeforaneyeandatoothforatooth.ThisisaverseintheBible.

TheabovestoryisanallusiontotheBiblicalcrucificationofJesus.Manycitizensof

KafirahavebeencrucifiedinnocentlyjustlikeJesusandmanyothersarethepilatesthat

beatupChrist.Doga,NinaandKabitoareamongthosewhodieneedlessdeaths.The

pilatesareexemplifiedbythelikesofBossandMulili.

MosesealludestothebiblicalinheritanceoftheKingdomofheaveninreferencetotheir

highexpectationsafterindependence.Whentheyaretoldthattheirkingdom

(independence)hascome,itturnsouttobeanallusion.

Mosesealsoalludedtothebiblewhenhesays‘......thelastshallbefirstandblessedare

thepoorfortheyshallinheritthekingdomofheaven.’(pg27)Mosesequestionsthe

validityofthisbibleversebypointingoutthedisappointmentofthemasses.Heis

disillusionedthatpeoplehadplacedtheirhopeinBoss’regime,onlytobedisappointed

bytheturnofevents.

BosstellsJusperthatwhenhewasacting,heusedtobegivenbadroles.Hewoulddie

formistakesthatwerenothis.Juspertellshim,“Iwouldsayit’ssacrifice”Akindof

deathforafuture.ThesortofroleChristplayed’(pg66)

Whilereferringtothismother,MosesetellsJere,“onceeveryyearsheslaughtereda

cocktomarkthebirthofChrist”(pg28)Christmasisalludedhere.

SYMBOLISM

AfterAdika’sburialfollowinghiskillingNinasaysthathisdeathhasmadethemblind

andlefttheminblindness.Thiswords‘blind’andblindnesssymbolizethestateof

hopelessnessordisillusionmentofDogaandNina.

Referenceismadetotheword‘potato’.NicodemoasksKabito“didyougetthepotato?”

Potatoreferstotheuniversitytender.Kabitoinsistsonknowingtheirtermsofservice

andNicodemoproceedstoaskthesizeofpotatoperhourtheyareentitledto(pg53)

Thisisinreferencetoallowancedduetothem.‘Potato”symbolizescorruptionthatis

rampantinKafira.
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BossordersanAskaritountiethehandsofMoseseandJere(pg70).
12.WhydoesBossofferhimselfforthepositionofchiefofstaffandwhathappenedtothe
onesupposedtotakethatrole

13.Whyaretheprisonersgivenrealgunsandwhatdoesthistellusaboutthestateofficials

14.Giveasynopsisoftheplaytheprisonersenact

15.howdotheprisonersmanagetotakeoverthegovernment

16.WhydoesMulilitrytoescape

17.HowdoesMulilibetrayBossandwhatallegationsdoeshepresentagainstBoss

18.WhyisBosssparedandMulilikilled

19.AfterkillingMulili,Juspersays”IdiditforKafira,Ididitforallofyoupeople“whatisthe
meaningofthisstatement

20.WhatisthesignificanceofthereappearanceofDogaandNinaandtheirfreezingasthey
pointatMulili’sbodyattheendoftheplay.

21.Identifythestylisticdevicesusedinthisscene

22.Identifytheelementsofbetrayalinthisscene
Theactofuntyingthetwosymbolizestheirfreedomandbyextensionsalvationorthe

citizensofKafira.

Askariisasymbolofoppression.PoliticalprisonerslikeJereandMosesearemistreated

whileinprison.ThebrutalityoftheregimeisevidentwhenaskarisaysofMosese

‘......whentheybroughthiminlastnight,hewasallquestions.Wecalculatedthattwo

maturestrokeswouldeasethetension(pg19)HeinformsJerethathehasoncekilleda

maninthatverycell.(pg30)s

Thegunisasymbolofpower.ThemomenttheaskarissurrendertheirgunstoJere,

MoseseandJusper,powershiftsfromBosstothethree.Mulili,BossandTumboareat

themercyofthethree.

ThereappearanceodDogaandNinaattheendoftheplayafterthekillingofMuliliisa

symbolofchangeinKafira,theirreappearanceatthegravesidewhichnowisforMulili

showsthatthesocialorderofinjusticeandmisruleexemplifiedbypooradvisorslike

MulilihasbeendoneawaywithandnowtheyexpectanewKafirawithbetterleadership

andjustice.

HUMOUR

Thewriterhasemployedhumourinhisplay.HeportraysMulilihumorously.Hisbroken

Englishandbarelycomprehensibletalkseasethetensemomentsthatkeepbuildingin

theplay.Someofthefunnystatementshemakesinclude;

Thegreengrassinthesnakeinsteadofthegreensnakeinthegrasstoreferto

hypocrites.

SometimesIwonderwhyyoupossessionthatthingbetweenyourlegs



44

Youmustapologytomethis,now(pg57)

Youplayswithfireyougoat!

Mulili’sattempttocommunicateinEnglishislaughable.“Whoyoucallchildeeh?Jere

youtellhim.TellhimwhatIdoeswithstubbornoldmens’(pg8)

“Bigcoward.Whyyoudoesn’tlethergetonwithit.HowmanyIhaveseenandIamstill

Muliliwithmytwoeyes,natural?Look,nogoggles”(pg9)

Mulili’sdisjointedEnglishisapointertohislimitededucation.Thisisanindicationof

Boss’leadershipwhichregardsindividualsnotonthebasisoftheirqualificationsbuton

thebasisofbloodrelationshipandperceivedloyalty.

MosesesayshehasnofrontwhenaskedbyAskari,“Whatdoyouthinkyouaredoing

showingusyourback?’(pg18)

WhilerespondingtoTumbo’squestionwhetherJusperdrinks,Reginareplies,‘thereis

nobrandofbeerhehasn’ttasted.’(pg41)

InabidtocoveruptheheinouscrimehehascommittedMulilisays,“Ialsoaskthat,

peoplesayhisbreathsmelledfullofspirits.Thathardstuff”(pg63)Whencorneredby

Nicodemohesays,“Whosaidbreath,Isaidhisbodysmelledwhiskies.”Humourhereis

usedtoportraythewickedandcruelnatureofMuliliandclearlypointsouthisdirect

involvementinthekillingofKabito.

OnrealizingthattableshavebeenturnedinhiscousinBossandthegunsarenowinthe

handsofJereandMosese,Mulilisays,“Igoforshortcall”(pg72)

JusperreferstoReginaasgirlfriendnumberone(pg6).Herehumourisusedtorelieve

thetensionbuildingupfollowingthedesecrationofAdika’sgrave.

ItisridiculouslyfunnyhowTumboconfusesWoleSoyinkaarenownedwriter,fora

Primeministerandapolitician.

PROVERBS

Proverbsarepithystatementsthataremainlyemployedtogiveadviceortocaution.

Severalinstancesofproverbsareevidentinthetext.

ThewriterhasusedproverbstoillustratethewisdomofDogaandhisrealisticnature.

Hesays,“amousedoesnotshareabowlwithacat.’(pg3)whichimpliesthatthey

cannotsharemutualrelationshipwiththesub-chiefwhosebrother,Chagaga,is

responsibleforthedeathofAdika

WhenNinasuggeststhattheyshouldreporttothesub-chiefwhathasjusthappenedto
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thegrave,Dogausesaproverbtoexplainherfailuretoseethefutilityofheractions.

Thushesays,‘....whendrythundertearstheskybeforeoureyes,doweforgetthestorm

ofyesterday?”(pg3)

Dogainsiststhattheshavingceremonymustgoonregardlessoftheobstaclesthat

theyface.Heusesaproverb.“Acloudyskydoesnotalwayscryrain’(pg3)

KabitotellsNicodemo,“thetreeclimberbeginsfromthebottom,nottop’(pg53).

Throughthisproverb,Kabitowishestobeinformedthetermsofserviceofthe

committeebeforetheirmeeting.ThepotrayalofKabitoisthatofamaterialistic,greedy

andself-centredindividual.

FORESHADOW

Aforeshadowisapremonitionthatsomethingisgoingtohappen.Authorsusewords,

signsoreventstopreparereadersforsomethingthatisjusttooccur.

DogaforeshadowsMulili’sdeathwhenhesays‘Emptywordswillbeyourdownfall.May

youdiethewayAdikadid’(pg10)HiswordscometopasswhenJuspershootsMulili.

Afterhisparentsaremurderedinexchangeforhisrelease,Juspersays,“Iwillgetmy

revengesomeday,evenifitmeansgoingalone”(pg33)Hiswordsarefulfilledwhenhe

shootsMulilidead.

WhilereactingtoTumbo’sinsistencethatshemustpersonallyseeBosstosecureher

brother’srelease,Reginasays,“Ihavethisfunnyfeelingthatsomethingwillgowrong’

(pg45)HerfearsarejustifiedwhenlateronBossforcefullytriestogetherandsheis

onlyabletoescapebyjumpingoutofatenfoothighwindow.

MuliliforeshadowsthearrestandimprisonmentofJerewhenhethreatenshim;“Hey

you.....youshallpayforit”(pg15)

Bossforeshadowshisneardeathwhenhesays,justbeforetherehearsal;‘Infouroutof

fivecasesIhadtodieforlittle,mistakesthatwerenotmyown.....”(pg66)

ThereappearanceodDogaandNinaattheendoftheplayafterthekillingofMulili

foreshadowsthechangeinKafira,theirreappearanceatthegravesidewhichnowisfor

Mulilishowsthatthesocialorderofinjusticeandmisruleexemplifiedbypooradvisors

likeMulilihasbeendoneawaywithandnowtheyexpectanewKafirawithbetter

leadershipandjustice.

PLAYWITHINAPLAY

TheplaywrittenbyJusperisentitledBetrayalintheCityandcapturestheeventofthe

palacecoupsoaptly,Inthisplayprisonersstageapalacecoupandexposesthevillains

inthegovernmentwhoarefinallygottenridof.

Tumbo,theinefficientgovernmentofficialisorderedoutofthecentreofpowerand
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Mulili,theembodimentofeviliskilled.

Boss’lifeissparedevenwhenheoffershimselftobeshot-asasignthatthereishope

forchangeinKafira.

USEOFSONG

Thewriterhasusedasongonpg8;

WhenwewalkwiththeLord

Inthelightofhisway...

......Buttrustandobey.

ThissongandthesubsequentprayerindicatethatthecouplecanonlyturntoGodfor

solaceafterallelsehasfailed.Generally,itistheirhopeinlifebecauseundertheKafira

government,theycanonlytrustandobey.

Itportraysthemasreligiousdespitethechallengestheyarefacing.Theyareseekingfor

answersthroughdivineintervention.

Thesongandtheprayersummarizetheirtotalsenseoflossandtheirdeepreligious

devotion

CROSSPURPOSE

Thisstyleisusedinreferencetoindividualstalkingaboutdifferentthingsinthecourse

oftheirconversationwithoutrealizingit.

ThefirstincidentofcrosspurposeiswhenDoga,NinaandJusperappearnotto

communicateandtheirstatementsoverlap.WhenJusperisatcrosspurposewithDoga

andNina.Jusperappearsnottocommunicatewithhisparentsandtheirstatements

overlap.WhenJusperisreferringtoamurderhecommittedatnight,hismotherthinks

thatheimagineskillinghisfather.

DogatellsNinanottodetainJusperandinsteadallowhimtogoforheisanuisance.

Jusperresponds,“hecan’tgoheisdead’(pg6)JusperisreferringtoAdika;smurderer

(Chagaga)whilehismothermeansthatDogaisdead.

JusperandNinaalsospeakincrosspurposeon(pg7)whenJusperasks“...shallIgo

andconfessididit?”towhichNinaanswers“yesmyson,goandputonacleanshirtand

thenyoucanconfess”NinathinksJusperistalkingabouttheceremonywhereasJusper

istalkingaboutconfessingthathehadkilledChagaga.

MoseseandJeretalkatcrosspurpose.(pg30-31)WhileMoseseinhisreverie,seemsto

betalkingtoimaginarypersons.Jere’squestionspunctuatehisreverie.Inhisattemptto

understandMosese’stalk,hefinallyconcludes,

Whenthemadnessofanentirenationdisturbsasolitarymind,itisnotenoughtosay

themanismad.(pg33)
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BETRAYALINTHECITYESSAYQUESTIONS

TheElitesplayamajorroleinsalvagingcountriesmarredbypoorgovernance.Explain

thetruthoftheaboveassertionwithreferencetoFrancisImbuga’sBetrayalintheCity

2.ThegovernmentofKafiraisadictatorialregimethatdoesn’tmindthesufferingofthe

masses.ExplainthetruthoftheaboveassertionwithreferencetoFrancisImbuga’s

BetrayalintheCity

3.Revengeisaviciouscyclethatneedstobestoppedsinceithindersdevelopment.

ExplaintheveracityoftheaboveassertionwithreferencetoFrancisImbuga’sBetrayal
intheCity

4.Kafiraisanepitomeofcorruptioninthedevelopingcountries.Explainthetruthofthe

aboveassertionwithreferencetoFrancisImbuga’sBetrayalintheCity

5.Deceitreignsinsituationsofpoorgovernanceandwiththemcomesconflict.Explain

thetruthoftheaboveassertionwithreferencetofrancisImbuga’sBetrayalintheCity

6.Astatecanbebroughtdownifitsleadershipthrivesoncronismandpooradvisors.

ExplainthetruthoftheaboveassertionwithreferencetoFrancisImbuga’sBetrayalin
theCity

7.Kafira’swoescanbeattributedtotheinefficiencyofitsleadership.Explainthetruthof
theaboveassertionwithreferencetoFrancisImbuga’sBetrayalintheCity

8.Betrayalinthecityisaperfectsatireoftheillsinthirdworldcountries..Explainthe
truthoftheaboveassertionwithreferencetoFrancisImbuga’sBetrayalintheCity

9.Badgovernancecreatesroomforeconomicopportunism.Writeanessayinsupportof

thisstatementdrawingillustrationsfromtheplayBetrayalintheCitybyFrancisImbuga

10.Muliliisanembodimentofevilattributes.Writeanessayinsupportofthisstatement

drawingillustrationsfromtheplayBetrayalintheCitybyFrancisImbuga

11.ManypeopleinKafiraaretraitorous.Writeanessayinsupportofthisstatement

drawingillustrationsfromtheplayBetrayalintheCitybyFrancisImbuga

12.Strikescomewithmanyadverseeffects.Writeanessayinsupportofthisstatement

drawingillustrationsfromtheplayBetrayalintheCitybyFrancisImbuga

13.WriteanessayexplainingtherelevanceofthetitleBETRAYALINTHECITY.fromthe

playBetrayalintheCitybyFrancisImbuga

14.“THEOUTSIDEOFTHISCELLMIGHTASWELLBETHEINSIDEOFANOTHER”from

instancesintheplaywriteasessayjustifyingJere’sassertiondrawingillustrationsfrom

theplayBetrayalintheCitybyFrancisImbuga

15.Oppressionbreedsmiseryandconflict.Writeanessayinsupportofthisstatement

drawingillustrationsfromtheplayBetrayalintheCitybyFrancisImbuga
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16.ThesituationinKafirahasbreddespondencyamongstitscitizens.Writeanessayin

supportofthisstatementdrawingillustrationsfromtheplayBetrayalintheCityby
FrancisImbuga

17.ManyeventsandactionsinBetrayalintheCityaretriggeredbytheneedforrevenge.
WriteanessayinsupportofthisstatementdrawingillustrationsfromtheplayBetrayal
intheCitybyFrancisImbuga


